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Introduction
The Yarra Ranges Community-Led Recovery Storm Grants Program is administered by Community 
Enterprise Foundation™ and made possible by funding provided by Victorian Government and 
Commonwealth Government under the Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA) to Yarra Ranges Council to support recovery from June 9, 2021 storms.

The purpose of the Grants Program is to enable community-led recovery by supporting initiatives and 
projects identified by residents that address recovery priorities across the Yarra Ranges.

This program offers funding up to $25,000 for projects that support communities most affected by the 
June 2021 Flood and Storm event with grants to community groups involved in the planning and 
delivery of recovery initiatives and activities. This program is underpinned by the Yarra Ranges Municipal 
Recovery Plan. These can be viewed on the Yarra Ranges Council website.

Regional Community Recovery Committees (RCRC) have been established across four key regions 
within the Yarra Ranges covering the suburbs listed below. Through a consultation process from within 
their local communities each committee is working towards developing a Community-Led Recovery 
Plan for their region which will highlight and seek to address the needs of those communities.

Each RCRC has delivered their first round of Community-Led Recovery Grants in August-September 
2022. Round 2 Grants are now available. For further information of each region’s specific grants please 
click on the links below:

Regional Community Recovery Committees Support Yarra Ranges
Hills Community Recovery Committee - Belgrave (+ Heights & South), Emerald (part), Ferny Creek, 
Kallista, Kalorama, Lysterfield (part), Macclesfield, Menzies Creek, Monbulk, Mt Dandenong, Narre 
Warren East, Olinda, Sassafras, Selby, Sherbrooke, Silvan, Tecoma, The Patch, Tremont, Upper 
Ferntree Gully (part), Upwey.

Upper Yarra Community Recovery Committee - Big Pats Creek, Don Valley, Gilderoy, Gladysdale, 
Hoddles Creek, Launching Place, McMahons Creek, Millgrove, Powelltown, Reefton, Seville, Three 
Bridges, Wandin, Warburton, Wesburn, Woori Yallock, Yarra Junction, Yellingbo.

Urban Community Recovery Committee - Chirnside Park, Coldstream, Kilsyth, Lilydale, Montrose, 
Mooroolbark, Mt Evelyn.

Yarra Valley Community Recovery Committee - Badger Creek, Chum Creek, Dixons Creek, 
Gruyere, Healesville, Steels Creek, Yarra Glen, Yering.

Further questions
Applicants requiring further information should contact the Community Enterprise Foundation on 1300 
304 541 or email: Foundation.mailbox@bendigoadelaide.com.au

https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/Community-and-wellbeing/Regional-Community-Recovery-Committees/Hills-Community-Recovery-Committee
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/Community-and-wellbeing/Regional-Community-Recovery-Committees/Upper-Yarra-Community-Recovery-Committee
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/Community-and-wellbeing/Regional-Community-Recovery-Committees/Urban-Community-Recovery-Committee
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/Community-and-wellbeing/Regional-Community-Recovery-Committees/Valley-Community-Recovery-Committee
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/Community-and-wellbeing/Regional-Community-Recovery-Committees
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/Community-and-wellbeing/Regional-Community-Recovery-Committees
foundation.mailbox@bendigoadelaide.com.au
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/Useful-information/Councils-Municipal-Recovery-Plan


Funding objectives
The key objectives of the funding are:

1. Support community-led recovery in communities impacted by the June 2021 flood and storm
event by providing financial assistance to progress community recovery and resilience
priorities.

2. Strengthen the capacity and capability of communities to plan for and lead their own recovery
from this event, as well as build community resilience to future disasters.

3. Encourage community connectedness and cohesion through genuine community engagement
and participation in initiatives and activities that support community-led recovery

Funding allocation
The June Flood and Storm event impacted the four regions within the Yarra Ranges differently. 
'Impacts scores' have been calculated based on results from the two storm impact surveys that 
were conducted by Yarra Ranges Council in September 2021 and January 2022. 

Scores were calculated by aggregating survey results from various factors including impacts on 
mental health, the impact of trees down in streets, dangerous trees on resident properties and 
having large volumes of green waste on resident properties.

The applications for Storm Grants Program funding will, in the first instance, be considered for 
distribution by applying these regional impact scores to the funding pool of $213,000:

Please note: This is an indicative estimate only, final allocation would be dependent on the 
applications received.

How much can I apply for? 
Applications are invited for projects up to $25,000.

How much funding is available?
There is a total pool of $213,000.



How do I apply?
Applications open Tuesday, 7 February 2023 and close midnight Tuesday, 14 March 2023. Applications 
must be made online through the following link: Apply Now

Late applications will not be accepted.

Who is eligible to apply?
This grants program will seek applications from groups or organisations operating in the Yarra Ranges 
Local Government Area (LGA) or who are providing support to communities across the Yarra Ranges 
LGA.

Recipient organisations must be a Not For Profit, non-government organisation or be a registered 
charity or incorporated body with a valid ABN or be a group that is auspiced /partnered by such an 
organisation.

If an auspiced/partnered organisation is being used they must confirm that they support the project, will 
receive the funds on behalf of the applicant, apply the funds to the project and how they are adding 
value to the project. A template letter of support is available from within the online application or by 
contacting the Foundation team.

The applicant or the auspiced/partnered organisation (where applicable) must be able to demonstrate 
financial stability through the provision of the organisation’s financials (profit and loss, balance sheet 
and/or current statement for a full calendar or financial year).

Who is not eligible to apply?
The following cannot be granted support under the Storm Grants Program:

• State and Federal government agencies
• Groups not involved in community recovery planning and delivery activities
• Individuals and sole traders
• Commercial enterprises, for-profit entities and fixed trusts
• Political parties and organisations
• Registered primary and secondary schools, preschools, TAFE institutions and universities.

What projects can be funded (selection criteria)
• To be eligible for funding through this grant, a community group must be supporting or delivering

storm or flood recovery initiatives for communities impacted by the 9 June 2021 flood and storm
event in Yarra Ranges.

• Project aligns with the objectives of the funding program.

• Project has strong support and involvement from the community, i.e., is identified a community
priority.

• Project has all co-contributions confirmed in writing (if applicable).

• Project is ‘shovel ‘ready’.

https://cia.communityenterprisefoundation.com.au/Program/Index/1?programId=4507


• Applicant has quotes and a detailed budget showing the break-up of expenditure,
financials and provided all necessary documentation.

• Applicants can commit to obtaining any necessary permits required.
• Project has not already commenced or is not seeking retrospective support.

What projects cannot be funded
Please read this carefully as the list of projects that cannot be funded is different than what is 
included in the other Community-Led Recovery Grants administered by the RCRCs

Across all areas of delivery, funding cannot be used by the funded community groups for:

• Membership sitting fees
• Lease or rent of property or assets
• Insurance and utility costs
• Purchase of assets with an effective life greater than three years
• Activities or initiatives that are part of an LGA’s usual budget or works program
• Activities or projects that may have a negative impact on the environment, heritage, existing

businesses, services and/or communities

• Passing on funding to a third party in the form of a sponsorship, grant or donation
• Repair works or activities that are otherwise covered by insurance
• Political and/or fundraising activities
• Purchase of alcohol, gifts, prizes or incentives (e.g., thank you gifts, gift cards or similar

rewards)

• Purchase of land or buildings
• Project management or administration costs that are collectively more than 15 per cent of

total funding requested

• Projects that require ongoing or recurrent funding to succeed or deliver benefit
• Projects that are within the responsibility of another State, Federal or Local Government

program and/or are more suitably funded under another program
• Activities that will break any Federal, State or local laws (including any COVID-19 restrictions

or health directions)

• Capital Works
• Projects of a political nature
• Project which advances Religion of a singular nature
• Projects for private benefit
• Projects which are retrospective.

Co-contributions
While not mandatory, co-contributions of other funding and/or in-kind contribution will be 
considered favourably.

In-kind contributions (e.g., volunteer time, in-kind labour or donation of services or materials) 
should be included in your budget and where other funding has been secured, please provide 
evidence of this. A guide for in-kind support:

 Professionals costed at $80-$150 per hour
 Skilled labour costed at $45 per hour, unskilled labour costed at $20 per hour
 Materials costed at cost
 Equipment costed at standard commercial hire rate



Acquittal / Reporting
Funded projects must be delivered by 30 April 2024. Reporting is required within 60 days of the 
nominated completion date. Interim reporting may be a requirement by the committee for some 
projects.

The acquittal report is done online and will include providing receipts, invoices, evidence of project 
expenditure, copies of any relevant media coverage and a statement from your organisation that can 
be used for media purpose. Any unexpended funds must be returned unless otherwise agreed to by 
the Advisory Committee and Community Enterprise Foundation.

Insurance
Please note that public liability insurance is mandatory. If your project is being partnered /auspiced by 
an incorporated organisation you may be covered by the auspicing body

Applicants must provide a Certificate of Currency demonstrating appropriate insurance cover as part 
of their application.

Child Safe Standards
Yarra Ranges Council is committed to a zero-tolerance approach to child abuse, through actively 
promoting child safety and ensuring compliance with the Victorian Child Safe Standards. Council’s 
Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy and Statement of Commitment are available here.

Council takes this opportunity to inform potential Partner organisations of our responsibilities under 
the Victorian Child Wellbeing and Safety Act (2005 and 2021) including new Child Safe Standards, 
which came into effect on 1 July 2022.

Organisations that deliver services/programs and/or activities for/ or involving contact with children, 
must comply with these Standards. Further information on the new Standards is available from the 
Commission for Children and Young People (CCYP).

Activities will fall into three contact categories:

• Direct Contact: Activities/Projects that involve direct care, supervision or engagement with
children or young people (under the age of 18 years). It also includes storing information and
data about children and/or their families.

• Incidental contact: Activities/ Projects that involve incidental level interaction with children (under
the age of 18 years). Contact includes face-to-face, physical, written, verbal or electronic
contact, whether supervised or not.

• No Contact: The grant funded project or service involves no contact with children or young
people (under the age of 18 years).

Please Note: If you are successful in receiving a partnership grant, you may be required to complete 
a Child Safe Standards checklist as part of the agreement process.

Notifications
Applicants will receive written notification about the outcome of their grant application. Funding must 
be used for the purposes it has been provided unless written permission is obtained to vary the 
project.

https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Community/Family/Children-and-Young-Peoples-Safety-Everyone%E2%80%99s-Business#:~:text=Yarra%20Ranges%20Council%20is%20a,to%20Council%20services%20and%20programs.
https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/


Yarra Ranges Council
PO Box 105
Lilydale VIC 3140

1300 368 333  |  mail@yarraranges.vic.gov.au  
yarraranges.vic.gov.au

Proudly supported by  
your local Community Bank
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