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Council has copies of your house 
plan available free to you.

This may help with drawing up new 
plans for your home. You can use an 

architect who may be involved in a project from 
start to finish or a draftsman who produces 
drawings for construction projects, whether it is 
a brand new build or a renovation.

Stage 1 — Planning

Planning fees are waived for 
rebuilding after the storm. 

 Before getting any house plans drawn 
up talk to a Planning Officer about 
your property. 

Any reports already undertaken can be useful 
so bring them along. This will help you work out 
what the next steps are you need to take.
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Bushfire Assessment Level  
(BAL) report.

Your property will be assessed and 
given a classification, eg BAL 29.

The number allocated from the report may 
impact what materials need to be used for 
building your home. As well as the BAL - you will 
need a Bushfire Management Plan. 

Further information can be found at  
www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/
bushfire/building-in-the-bmo.

Once you know how you want to 
rebuild, some reports may be needed 
as part of your planning process 
(some examples are listed below). 

Find out by:

•  calling Council on 9294 6594

•  and/or searching  
www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/planning
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If you have an Erosion Management 
Overlay on your property, you’ll 
need a Geotechnical Report from a 
specialist.

This may impact the structural engineering 
design of the building and any retaining walls 
used.

www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/recovery/rebuild  
has more information on where to find  
specialists to help.

http://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/bushfire/building-in-the-bmo
http://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/bushfire/building-in-the-bmo


You may need more than these  
three reports - check with the 
Rebuilding Planning Team.

Now you can submit your plans, 
drawings and reports to Council for the planning  
process to start.

Council has 28 days to review your application. If 
anything is needed we will get in touch with you.

Once Council has all the paperwork needed a 
decision will be made.

To facilitate a quick processing time we strongly 
encourage pre-application discussions with the 
Recovery team for particularly for complex sites.

If you have a Significant Landscape 
Overlay on your property, some 
vegetation planning will be needed 
for your property. 

You may need a report for this Overlay and 
Council can advise what is involved.
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Stage 2 — Building

Once you have planning permission, 
it’s time to get your drawings and 
reports finalised. 
To do this you may need to employ a 

range of specialists such as structural engineers, 
energy efficiency consultants or land surveyors - 
your draftsperson/architect can advise you what 
you need.

The reports and drawings are provided to your 
builder and surveyor and are needed to ensure 
your home is built to the National Construction 
Code and Australian Standards.
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61-65 Anderson Street
PO Box 105, Lilydale Vic 3140

Tel: 1300 368 333
www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au

If you haven’t already done so, you 
can now employ a builder. 
Some insurance companies will tell 
you which builder to use and others 

may allow you to get quotes and choose your 
own. They should provide you with a contract 
which should outline what the scope of work to 
be completed.

You can now engage a Building 
Surveyor.
The Building Surveyor will issue you 
with a Building Permit and undertake 

the inspections throughout your build. You 
cannot start building until you have a Building 
Permit.

Once the building work is complete, the Building 
Surveyor will issue you with either an Occupancy 
Certificate (new build) or a Final Certificate 
(partial rebuild).
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