
 
 

We work year-round to reduce the 

risk of bushfires in Dandenong 

Ranges National Park. 2021/22 

bushfire risk reduction activities 

include planned burning, hazardous 

and fallen tree removal, vegetation 

mulching, fuel break and road 

network maintenance. 

Planned burning  

Planned burning involves lighting controlled fires under 

mild weather conditions to remove fuels. 

Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) has 

scheduled eight planned burns in the park this autumn; 

three in Montrose, one in Kalorama, one in Mt 

Dandenong, two in Sassafras and one in Ferny Creek 

(see maps). Three of the planned burns were 

scheduled for spring 2021 but conditions were not 

suitable. The maps also show CFA planned burns in 

the Dandenong Ranges.  

To receive notifications about these planned burns, 

register at Planned Burns Victoria 

www.vic.gov.au/plannedburns. If you have any 

questions about these burns, contact FFMVic on  

03 9210 9465.  

 

For information on the location of bushfire risk 

reduction activities, visit www.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp  .

Strategic fuel breaks 

Fuel breaks create a break in vegetation in the 

landscape. A fuel break alone won’t stop a fire, but can 

be very helpful to firefighters by providing access into 

the forest for vehicles and machinery to respond if a fire 

occurs. Controlled fires called backburns can also be lit 

between a fuel break and an approaching bushfire to 

remove fuel and stop the fire or reduce its intensity. 

Strategic fuel break renewal works have recently 

commenced across the Dandenong Ranges. These 

works are to re-establish some existing fuel breaks that 

are already 20-40m wide, through a combination of 

mechanical mulching, removal of hazardous trees and 

slashing works.   

The planned fuel break works along Board Track in 

Silvan, Range Road in Olinda, Arbor Track in Tremont, 

Coles Ridge Track in Belgrave and Nation Road in 

Selby are due to be completed in February-March.  

 

Photo above: Board Track strategic fuel break at Silvan.   

Photo to the left: FFMVic planned burn at Kalorama, 

2020. 

Hazardous trees are being assessed and treated as part 

of these works to improve public safety, and also 

firefighter safety when using fuel breaks during planned 

burning and firefighting operations. Only hazardous 

trees are being cut down during fuel break renewal 

works.  
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New or expanded strategic fuel breaks are also 

being considered in the park (see maps for 

proposed breaks). These fuel breaks are still 

undergoing planning, and community and 

stakeholder consultation will be undertaken prior to 

work being confirmed. An online community forum 

was held in November 2021 regarding these works.  

More information about the Strategic Fuel Breaks 

program can be found at 

www.ffm.vic.gov.au/strategic-fuel-breaks.  

Storm recovery 

During the 2021 storm events a significant number 

of trees in Dandenong Ranges National Park fell or 

were severely damaged. Work to restore access to 

park areas continues. Most key fire access tracks 

are now cleared, enabling safe and rapid response 

for emergency management vehicles.  

As well as the critical work to reduce bushfire risk, 

further works are scheduled to start soon on walking 

tracks, picnic areas and high visitation sites such as 

William Ricketts Sanctuary, 1000 steps and 

Sherbrooke and Olinda Falls which were among the 

hardest hit sites during the storms. 

This work involves removing fallen and hazardous 

trees, branches and excess debris from these 

areas.  

Fallen trees provide valuable habitat for our wildlife. 

Where appropriate, fallen trees and debris important 

for protecting biodiversity values will be left in place.  

However, due to the significant amount of fallen 

trees, and debris that came down during the storms, 

large amounts will need to be removed to:  

• reduce bushfire fuel loads  

• allow access for on-going fire preparedness and 

fire response 

• allow for park maintenance works such as pest, 

plant and animal control. 

Where logs and debris are to be removed from the 

bush, we will assess whether the material can be: 

1. Used elsewhere within the park or another park, 

for example logs to border camping areas and 

walking tracks 

2. Used elsewhere for environmental purposes, for 

example root balls relocated to be used in 

streams for fish habitat 

3. Used by local community groups, for example as 

mulch or other community use 

4. Assessed to see where high-quality logs can be 

salvaged for milling and other wood products such 

as furniture. 

Due to the size and number of fallen trees, large 

machinery and trucks are needed to undertake this 

important work. For your safety, please observe 

signage and do not enter work sites. Also expect to 

see trucks carrying logs from the park. Works are 

being carried out in conjunction with DELWP, Parks 

Victoria, Forest Fire Management Victoria, Bushfire 

Recovery Victoria, Local Councils and VicForests. 

In the Silvan Reservoir catchment, Melbourne Water is 

also clearing debris and removing logs to reduce fuel 

loads.  

All works are being carried out to minimise the impact 

on environmental and cultural values.   

 

Photo: Fallen tree clean up, Tremont 2021. 
 

The following section provides background information 

about bushfire risk reduction activities and why they 

happen. Maps of planned activities are also included 

in this flyer. 
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Background information on bushfire risk 
reduction in the Dandenong Ranges 

Bushfires are a natural part of the Australian 

landscape and cannot be eliminated. However, 

effective planning and preparation can reduce their 

negative impacts. 

Fire history and our fire modelling tells us serious fires 

can impact the Dandenong Ranges, threatening 

people’s lives and causing significant damage. There 

are densely forested areas in the north and west of the 

ranges, highly populated residential areas among these 

forests and limited road access. 

One of the main ways to reduce bushfire risk is to 

reduce the amount of fuels – fuels are grass, leaf 

litter, twigs, bark and other vegetation that can burn 

during a bushfire. 

The frequency and intensity of these risk reduction 

activities is determined by Fire Management Zones – 

areas of public land that our modelling and experience 

working in the environment tells us are the most 

effective for reducing risk. 

To the northwest of townships within the Dandenong 

Ranges we have created Asset Protection Zones to 

ensure the greatest protection to people and property. 

To keep fuel loads low, we reduce fuels in blocks within 

these zones every 5 to 7 years by using planned 

burning. 

To protect Silvan Reservoir that provides much of 

Melbourne’s water supply, and to protect townships 

such as Silvan and Monbulk, we have created Bushfire 

Moderation Zones to the north and west of the 

reservoir. Here we conduct planned burning every 8 to 

15 years in blocks within these zones.  

We also use strategic fuel breaks to reduce bushfire 

risk. A strategic fuel break is 20-40 meters wide and 

can either be positioned to provide protection to 

communities and assets as Asset Protection Breaks or 

placed to divide the landscape into units that help to 

reduce a fire to the smallest size possible as 

Landscape Protection Breaks. 

For information on the location of bushfire risk reduction 

activities, visit www.ffm.vic.gov.au/jfmp. 

Photo: Fallen tree clean up, Silvan, June 2021. 

Bushfire Preparation Activities 

Activities to reduce the impact of bushfires in 

Dandenong Ranges National Park involve: 

• Reducing fuels by planned burning, mulching, 

weed management, slashing and mowing. 

• Managing a network of roads, tracks and fuel 

breaks. 

• Other works that support the safe delivery of 

these activities, such as removing hazardous 

trees along roads, tracks and fuel breaks. 

Cultural and environmental assessments are carried out 

for all works to ensure any potential impacts from 

operations are mitigated or reduced. Databases such 

as the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas and the Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Register and Information System 

(ACHRIS) are used alongside knowledge from local 

staff and on-site observations. There are procedures in 

place to halt or modify works if important values are 

discovered during operations. 

Know your risk 

For your safety, you need to understand your bushfire 

risk and plan ahead. Dandenong Ranges National Park 

is closed on days of Total Fire Ban. For more 

information about staying safe visit  

www.emergency.vic.gov.au.

Bushfire risk reduction program 

Dandenong Ranges National Park – Feb 2022 

 



 

 
 Bushfire risk reduction program 

Dandenong Ranges National Park – Feb 2022 
 



 
 

 
  

Bushfire risk reduction program 

Dandenong Ranges National Park – Feb 2022 

 



 
 
 
 
  

Bushfire risk reduction program 

Dandenong Ranges National Park – Feb 2022 

 



 
 
 

Bushfire risk reduction program 

Dandenong Ranges National Park – Feb 2022 

 


