Roadside Weeds & Pests Program

Control Plan

Municipality Details

Council Name:

Key Contact Name: Paul Smitka

?’osition: Weed Man_a\gement Officer

-_Contact Details: E;aﬁ:_ Phone: (03) 9294 6823
p.smitka@yarraranges.vic.gov.au

Regional Context of Noxious Weed and Pest Animal Management

To assist Local Government Victoria in gaining an understanding of the regional perspective, briefly provide a
summary of noxious weeds and pest animal management on council managed roadsides in your municipality. |

Yarra Ranges Council is located on metropolitan Melbourne’s eastern fringe and covers approximately 2,500
square kilometres. The Shire stretches from the densely populated outer suburbs into the surrounding foothills,
agricultural ranges and forested areas of the Great Dividing Ranges.

Yarra Ranges Council is responsible for the management of more than 2,500 km of local road network, and has a
comprehensive weed control program that includes target weed programs, programs for new and emerging
weeds and noxious weeds.

Regionally Prohibited, Regionally Controlled Weeds are targeted on roadsides as funding permits. Contract weed
control is programmed on 354 roadsides supporting high conservation value vegetation.

Rabbit management on roadsides will occur in the Silvan area to assist with a rabbit control program being
implemented by WAGS (Wabbit Action Group Silvan).

|
Through past State Government funding initiatives Council has treated approximately 200 km of roadsides for
Regionally Controlled and Regionally Prohibited weeds and established pest animals. Please refer to Table 1 fora |

:Iist of current target species.

Community Consultation

fBrieﬂy describe how Council stays informed of community priorities for weed and rabbit management. Examples
imay include; relevant public meetings, feedback/comment via Council website, meetings with relevant groups,
recording of correspondence.

It is expected that prior to drafting the plan, Council will have notified the community that a plan is to be |
lprepared and views are invited on what the plan should address. Views from the community should be
considered.

Land, Water
Government and Planning

ORI A Environment,
State
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Yarra Ranges Council’s Biodiversity and Bushland Teams stay in close touch with community priorities. We support over
40 environmental volunteer groups that work on Council managed land. Annual plans are developed with volunteers
\and contractors to guide site specific weed control. A number of networks of groups have been formed that advocate
weed management priorities through meetings and correspondence to Yarra Ranges Council,

Yarra Ranges Council chairs an annual interagency meeting focused on weed control on public land across the
municipality. A large number of partnership projects have emerged from these meetings.

Community and other agency relationships have been further strengthened through the Peri Urban Weed
Management Partnership, currently being implemented in the Dandenongs.

Stakeholder Consultation

[ -

EList key stakeholders who have been consulted in the development of this plan.

s Greg Mitchell, Department of Economic Development Jobs Transport and Resources
' Catherine Drummond, Melbourne Water

*- Trevor Mcintosh, Parks Victoria

i Southern Ranges Environment Alliance

Southern Dandenongs Landcare Group

= Yarra Ranges Environment Advisory Committee

= Wags (Wabbit Action Group Silvan)

Relevant Local, Regional Policies and Strategies and submissions

List policies, strategies and submissions relevant to this plan.

State

io Invasive Plants and Animal Policy Framework

|

Regional

'®  Port Phillip And Westernport CMA Weed Action Plan

|

Local

s Yarra Ranges Council Weed Management Strategy 2005
s Yarra Ranges Council Environment Strategy 2015-2025
|s  Yorra Ranges Council Tree Management Plan 2009

‘o Yarra Ranges Council Flora and Fauna Plan 2012

‘Submissions
Nif
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Objectives of the Plan

PProvide a general overview of Council’s objectives, activities, outputs and expected outcomes.

‘Contribute to Yarra Ranges Council’s ongoing roadside weed and rabbit management program and complement
past investments made by Council and State Government initiative funding. Assist with preventing the spread and
lintroduction of invasive plant and animal species across the Shire and the region as a whole.

Yarra Ranges Council’s overall roadside weed and rabbit management objective is the effective and proactive
management of invasive species on Council managed roadsides across the Shire. Investment of funds will be
laligned to:

1. Treatment for the eradication of Regionally Prohibited Weed infestations.

2. Treatment for the containment or reduction in area infestations of Regionally Controlled Weeds and rabbits —
aligned to DEDITR weed and rabbit compliance project area.

3. Supporting community group investment in declared weed and pest control projects.

4. Contributing to other previous investment in the control of Regionally Controlled and Regionally Prohibited
Weeds and rabbits.

5. Protect identified assets such as significant roadside vegetation under threat from weed invasion or other
significant roadside infrastructure.

6. Support weed and pest animal management programs being undertaken by land owners.

7. Addressing other roadside declared noxious weed infestations of concern to the Shire’s community including
Restricted Weeds declared under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CalP Act).

Term of the Plan

|Out|ine the term for which the plan is to operate,
The plan will run for a two year period from 1 July 2017 (date of commencement) to 30 June 2019

Funding

Outline how council plans to fund the implementation of the plan.
®  RWPP Allocation - $30, 877 per year
@ Council Contribution - $400,000 per year
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Maps

Map 1 Proposed location of control works.

Map 2 Known infestations of Regionally Prohibited Weeds, Regionally Controlled Weeds and Established Pest
‘Animals and Restricted Weeds.

Statement of Responsibilities

Council will:

[ Publish this approved plan (or approved variation to this plan if relevant) on its website within 28 days of
approval and ensure copies are available for public inspection at Council’s office/s.

. Coordinate the implementation of this plan on Council managed roadsides in accordance with the

| investment principles stated in this plan and the control measures specified in Table 2.

. Implement best practice weed hygiene principles and protocols.

. Maintain accurate records sufficient to provide evidence that the plan has been carried out and provide
these to Local Government Victoria on reguest.

L) Obtain approval from DEDJTR before substantially modifying or varying the plan.

° Carefully consider any proposals from DEDJTR to modify or vary the plan in response to changed
circumstances.

Provide a completion report to Local Government Victoria within 30 days from expiry of this plan outlining the
outcomes of the contro! measures undertaken,

DEDJTR Endorsement

| declare that | am an authorised representative and that this plan has been reviewed and aligns with eligible
activities.

| DEDJTR Regional Manager - Plants, Chemicals
. & Invasive Species

| . Signature:
Name ﬂ\m& ng’for\/ _ ‘}/""_L L —_—
Date:
22n] 2617
Declaration - :

I declare that | am an authorised representative and the information given on this form is complete and correct

| Key Contact Name: Paul Smitka i

Date: |\ i\\ 2017 Signature: M

Council CEO Name: Glenn Patterson Signature: w

Date: 2~V 20 \'—)







