
Field  
sports
There are 65 playing fields spread over 47 reserves 
throughout the Yarra Ranges. These facilities are home 
to a range of sporting and recreation activities, the main 
ones being Australian Rules football, cricket, soccer, 
softball, athletics and dog obedience.

Facilities that are provided across the municipality  
in sporting reserves include sports fields, pavilions, 
practice nets, lighting, car parks, toilets, halls/meeting 
rooms and storage.

For the traditional sports of football and cricket, 
infrastructure is ageing and in many cases is reaching 
the end of its life. Replacement and upgrade of assets 
remains a major challenge for Council with master plans 
identifying the need for significant capital infrastructure. 
While the number of ovals is generally sufficient to 
cope with relatively static average participation trends, 
improvements to playing surfaces and the use of 
alternative training venues, like school ovals, remains a 
priority. Continuing to invest in sport field improvements 
program is a priority, as is consideration of a funding 
program for the development of upgrade of pavilions.

In the past, soccer has not been well catered  
for with only 14 fields for over 1500 players.  
As growing national and state trends are reflected 
in local participation demands, particularly with the 
increase in junior and female players, it is evident that 
improving the facilities for soccer should be a priority 
for Council. A Regional Soccer Strategy recommends 
significant investment to provide synthetic surfaces  
to regional, district and local facilities, to assist with  
the capacity and sustainability of playing surfaces.  
A regional soccer centre at Monbulk is recommended 
and this is a priority for Council.

Athletics is another sport that has been the subject 
of a feasibility study in the past 12 months. A regional 
facility is located in Mt Evelyn, but it is in relatively poor 
condition with a partial synthetic track (straight only) and 
inadequate infrastructure for its catchment and use. A 
strong case has been developed to justify an upgrade 

of this facility as it is the only regional athletics facility 
in Yarra Ranges, catering for a large community and 
school catchment, tournaments and competitions,  
as well as multi-use training for various sports.

Council needs to encourage the optimum use of 
facilities. On one hand this will ensure that facilities are 
not overused and that the set level of maintenance is 
sufficient to maintain a good standard throughout the 
year. On the other hand it will ensure that grounds are 
adequately used and that there is not unwarranted 
demand for additional sporting fields and infrastructure.

Any future development or redevelopment of  
field sport infrastructure needs to consider:

• multiple use and multiple users

• environmentally sustainable design

• artificial synthetic surfaces

• adequate storage provided in support infrastructure

• water/stormwater harvesting / treatment / storage.

One of the key issues that needs to be addressed is 
balancing scheduling against capacity of sports fields. 
Council has increased the awareness of club and 
association of the need to balance the use of sports 
fields to ensure the grounds sustainability throughout the 
year. Council’s priority is to continue to improve club and 
association knowledge about the role they play in capital 
improvement and maintaining sports fields and facilities.

Priorities

• Preparing, investing in and implementing master 
plans for significant sporting and recreation reserves 
to manage assets and replace ageing infrastructure. 
Including completing a Major Pavilion Audit.

• Providing suitable facilities for soccer to cater  
for increased demand.

• Completing the regional athletics facility to provide  
a full synthetic track and suitable infrastructure.

Yarra Ranges Council Recreation and Open Space Strategy – Themes Action Sheets 


