
Protect our 
environment
The issue

Natural assets and ecosystems play an important 
role in creating sustainable and healthy 
environments and communities. These include:

• fresh air and clean drinking water

• climate attributes including temperature,  
rainfall, humidity, etc

• mitigating climate change pressures through  
carbon sequestering and storage

• healthy soils and waterways

• plant pollination

• insect pest control

• shade and shelter

• landscape values and living amenity

• social values including cultural, recreational  
and tourism.

Yarra Ranges has large tracts of some of the most 
important biologically diverse natural assets in  
Australia, including Dandenong Ranges National  
Park and Yarra Ranges National Park. It is also  
home to all three of Victoria’s land-based state  
emblems, including the Common Heath, Helmeted 
Honeyeater and Leadbeater’s Possum. 

There are 188 000 hectares of indigenous vegetation 
within Yarra Ranges, representing 76.2 per cent of the 
Yarra Ranges landscape. This is largely made up of 
national parks, state forests and crown land reserves.

Across the municipality, there are 75 sites of botanic 
significance, 39 sites of zoological significance and  
107 bio-sites. There are also over 2300 flora and  
fauna species recorded, of which 82 per cent are 
indigenous to Yarra Ranges.

Threats to the sustainability of natural assets include:

• vegetation removal and weed invasion

• fragmentation of habitat through land clearing

• pests and diseases

• changed water regimes

• urban development and recreation uses

• bushfires

• incremental changes in climate

• domestic wastewater discharges

• earthworks that damage tree roots and compress  
and expose soil to erosion

• pollution.

The role that ecosystems play and the diversity, quality 
and quantity of significant environmental, landscape 
and cultural values in Yarra Ranges highlights the 
importance of managing natural assets in a holistic 
and integrated way. Sustainability is central to Council’s 
policy and actions for flora and fauna management.

Yarra Range’s unique natural environment and 
landscapes currently provides opportunities  
for bushwalking, mountain biking, horse riding, 
bird watching and nature appreciation. There is an 
opportunity to explore further nature-based recreation 
and tourism activities in collaboration with other land 
managers e.g. Parks Victoria, and to partner with  
other open space providers to improve natural  
areas, e.g. partnership with Melbourne Water  
in the management of riparian corridors.
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What are we currently doing?

Council’s Environment Strategy sets out the 
goals and objectives, policy positions and 
program of actions that guides Yarra Ranges 
Council in its improvement and responsible 
management of flora and fauna assets. 

Council’s Tourism Strategy and Action Plan supports 
the development of nature-based recreation and 
tourism opportunities. 

Low energy and efficient water use features and 
technologies are embraced in new recreation  
facilities and open spaces.

“ COUNCIL’S TOURISM 
STRATEGY AND 
ACTION PLAN 
SUPPORTS THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
NATURE-BASED 
RECREATION 
AND TOURISM 
OPPORTUNITIES.”

How will we meet this challenge?

Yarra Ranges Council will protect our significant 
and unique natural environments and landscapes, 
while exploring opportunities for people to 
experience and connect with nature.

All decisions and initiatives for recreation  
and open space will: 

• Respect Yarra Range’s unique and 
significant natural assets.

• Take a holistic and integrated approach  
to managing Yarra Range’s natural assets 
with our partner land managers to deliver a 
sustainable future.

• Explore opportunities for nature-based 
recreation and tourism activities.

• Integrate environmentally sustainable design 
and water sensitive urban design features 
in capital works improvement projects, where 
practical.

• Encourage tenants of recreation facilities  
and open space to develop a sustainable 
facility management practices.
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