
activating our 
community spaces
The issue

The quality of our public spaces has a significant effect 
on our communities. When they are designed for people 
and with an understanding of the unique characteristics 
of a place, they play a valuable role in fostering social 
interaction and engagement in community life. Well-
designed public spaces provide the opportunity for 
community participation, which increases social  
capital, supports community resilience and supports  
our health and wellbeing.

Public spaces include areas such as streets, town 
parks, parks and gardens, playgrounds, the interaction 
between buildings and public space, transport 
connections, community facilities, and other spaces 
where people interact outside the private realm.

Yarra Ranges’ public spaces have changed over 
time as vehicle-dominated spaces have taken over 
pedestrian priority. This has had a negative effect as  
the opportunity for incidental social interaction in our 
streets is reduced, there is a greater reliance on cars, 
which affects physical health and household expenditure, 
and a general loss of public activity and amenity.

Well-designed spaces incorporate a number of design 
principles to create places that are well connected, 
inclusive, diverse, distinctive, walkable, safe, active 
and enhance local economy, community, environment 
and identity. This can be achieved through a variety of 
ways such as including art, culture, heritage, natural 
ecosystems, water sensitive urban design, events, 
activities, partnerships with private landowners, traders 
and business, and generating community participation  
in the design of spaces.

Private landowners have an important role to ensure 
high quality integration between the private and public 
realm. The interaction of the built form with community 
spaces and parks is important when activating public 
places and can significantly influence the financial 
success of business, feelings of safety in public  
areas, interest, vibrancy, activity and amenity.

What are we currently doing?

Council’s Vision 2020 By Design and Landscape 
Guidelines are used to guide the design of 
developments and public spaces throughout  
the municipality. These documents aim to preserve  
the character of Yarra Ranges and enhance the  
visual amenity by responding to local identity and 
sensitive landscapes. 

Council’s guide Essential Engagement provides a 
framework to ensure that community engagement 
activities are meaningful, well planned and effective.

How will we meet this challenge?

Yarra Ranges Council will support community  
with the activation and improvement of their  
public spaces through Council programs,  
services and capital works. 

We will do this through a number of initiatives:

• Reflecting local art, culture and heritage  
in the design of public spaces

• Designing spaces that encourage enhanced 
activity, social experiences and events 
in public spaces that include all people in a 
community

• Creating partnerships with trader and 
township groups to design community  
spaces and encourage community use  
and activity within the spaces.

• Focusing on creating connected walkable 
spaces in our main streets that are pleasant, 
comfortable and interesting to walk in and  
move through.

• Designing environmentally sensitive spaces.
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