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AGENDA 
 

VISION 

Whether you live here or visit, you will see how much we value our natural 
beauty, how connected our communities are, and how balanced growth 

makes this the best place in the world. 

COUNCILLOR COMMITMENT 

We’ll be truthful, represent the community’s needs, be positive and responsive 
and always strive to do better. 

 



 

 

NOTES FOR QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

The public is invited to submit questions to the Council Meeting by completing the form on the Council’s 
website; or via email. Your question must be received no later than 5.00pm on the day before the Council 
meeting date. Questions relating to items on the agenda, or which are the same as previous questions, will not be 
considered. 

A question will not be accepted if, in the opinion of the Chief Executive Officer, it appears to be derogatory, 
defamatory or embarrassing to any Councillor, member of staff, ratepayer or member of the public. A limit of one 
question per person per meeting will apply. Multiple parts to a question will be treated as multiple questions. A 
maximum of 15 minutes will be allocated to ‘Question Time’ at each meeting. As far as practicable, questions will be 
considered in the order they were received. Your question will be read out on the night and if possible will be 
answered by the appropriate officer. If a question cannot be answered on the night or if time constraints restrict the 
ability to read out a question, it will be answered in writing in accordance with Council’s normal correspondence 
procedures. You are welcome to attend the meeting and hear the answer to your question, but it is not a 
requirement. If your question is addressed on the night, we will provide a copy of the answer to you in writing in the 
days following the meeting. 

Submissions to Council on matters not listed on the Council Meeting agenda will generally be heard before 
the items listed on the agenda. The subject should not relate to matters on the agenda for the meeting, or matters 
that have been already considered by Council or to operational issues. You must provide the required information at 
least eleven (11) days before the meeting you wish to attend to the Governance Team, to allow for consideration 
of your request and appropriate arrangements to be made. 

You should provide sufficient copies of any supporting information you want to be distributed to all Councillors and 
this will be circulated upon request. A copy of any supporting electronic presentation needs to be given to 
Governance Team by midday of the date of the meeting to ensure compatibility with Council’s computer system. 

Submissions in relation to a specific item on the agenda for consideration will be invited to come forward by the 
Chair in the order items are listed. For planning applications and policy issues, the Chair will invite one person to 
speak on behalf of any objectors and one person to speak on behalf of the applicant.  For other matters on the 
agenda, only one person will be invited to address Council, unless there are opposing views. At the discretion of the 
Chair, additional speakers may be invited for items of large interest. Submissions must be made in a way that is 
respectful of Councillors and staff.  You should make sure that you are present at the meeting when the item you 
wish to speak about is considered, as there will no opportunity for you to speak after the Chair has invited speakers 
and councillors have begun to consider the item.  
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YARRA RANGES COUNCIL 
 
AGENDA FOR THE 536TH COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY 25 MAY 
2021 COMMENCING AT 7.00PM VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE  
 

1. COUNCIL MEETING OPENED 

2. INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS PRESENT 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE    

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held 11 May 2021, as circulated, be 
confirmed. 

  

5. DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

In accordance with section 130 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

6. QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

In accordance with Chapter 3 Rules 57 and 59 of the Governance Rules developed by Council in 
accordance with section 60 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

There were no Questions to Council or Submissions from the Public received prior to the 
Agenda being printed.  
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7. BUSINESS PAPER   

PLANNING, DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 

No. of Pages – 9 

7.1 Lilydale Revitalisation Project - Phase 2 Projects     

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Director Planning Design & Development  
 

 

SUMMARY 

In August 2020 the Office of Suburban Development confirmed Lilydale had been selected 

as one of six centres in the next stage of their revitalisation program and allocated 
$500,000 through the Building Works Stimulus (BWS) fund towards associated projects 
and initiatives.  

Recently Council was advised that an additional $2m funding was to be allocated to the 
program and that Council would be responsible for selection and delivery of all projects 
from the full initial pool of $500,000, as well as $1.2m of the additional funds. This required 
Council to co-contribute funding and In Kind. 

Officers developed projects based on known community priorities, the Lilydale Place Plan, 
and Ward Councillor discussions.  These were validated with the Department of Jobs 
Precincts and Regions (DJPR) and presented to the Lilydale Revitalisation Board.   

The Board has unanimously supported the projects In Principle pending confirmation of 
co-contribution of funding by Council.  A Briefing was subsequently sent by DJPR and the 
Office for Suburban Development to Shaune Leane MP. 

The Council contribution for the State Budget projects can be held off until the 2022/2023 
Capital Works Program while using the upfront DJPR funding throughout 2021/2022.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That 

1. Council support the nominated projects as listed. 

2. Council commit to the co-contribution of funding of $250,000 in the 2022/2023 
Capital Works Program towards the State Budget projects, and allocation of 
$199,000 from Township funding towards the Building Works Stimulus 
projects.  

3. Officers advise representatives of the Department of Jobs Precincts and 
Region of Council’s support and the details of the planned Council meeting 
seeking formal resolution of financial commitment.  
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DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No officers and/or delegates acting on behalf of the Council through the Instrument of 
Delegation and involved in the preparation and/or authorisation of this report have any 
general or material conflict of interest as defined within the Local Government Act 2020.  

The Director of Planning, Design and Development is required from time to time to 
represent the CEO on the Board if they are unavailable. 

PROPOSAL 

It is proposed that Council support the projects and associated funding as outlined in this 
report, including the co-contribution of funding of $250,000 in the 2022/2023 Capital Works 
Program towards the State Budget projects, and allocation of $199,000 Township funding 
towards the Building Works Stimulus projects.  

Officers will advise representatives of the Department of Jobs Precincts and Region of 
Council’s support and the details of the planned Council meeting seeking formal resolution 
of financial commitment.  

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Council Meeting – 24 September 2019 

Council resolved to “adopt the Lilydale Place Plan to guide decision making for Lilydale’s 
future Liveability”.  

BACKGROUND 

The Office of Suburban Development has selected six town centres in metropolitan 
Melbourne to receive a revitalisation boost as part of the Victorian Government’s Suburban 
Revitalisation Program. 

As part of the Building Works Stimulus Package, the Program is funding shovel-ready 
projects in Boronia, Melton, Noble Park, Reservoir, Lilydale and Tarneit. 

Each site will receive $500,000 from the State Government for local infrastructure projects 
to improve public space and amenity while supporting local jobs and stimulating local 
business and community activity. 

This investment will play an important role in the coronavirus (COVID-19) recovery. 

Categories to focus on with these projects include: 

• Community Infrastructure – Place Making & Activation; 

• Trader Assistance & Trader Relationships; 

• Community Groups or Private Development for Local Stakeholders; and 

• Government Infrastructure Revitalisation. 
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The Office of Suburban Development has highlighted its desire to include community 

driven programming into the selected projects.  Council officers will be working with 
community groups during planning and delivery to encourage opportunities of supporting 
community initiatives.  

In August 2020 the Office of Suburban Development confirmed Lilydale had been selected 
as one of six centres in the next stage of their Revitalisation Program and allocated 
$500,000 towards associated projects and initiatives. Initial advice was for Council to 
deliver a quick project outcome to start the program, and the remainder of funding to be 
allocated by a Board of community representatives. 

From a substantial list of options Council selected the Community Garden proposal, which 
is now well progressed towards delivery, as follows: 

1. Lilydale Community Garden Project  

− This project came as a result of the Lilydale Community Garden Group (LCGG) 

working with Council officers for several years to locate an appropriate space 
for a community garden.  This modular street garden will be used to activate a 
long section of blank built form at Bunnings as well as educate the community 
on healthy eating and sustainability. Fabrication is almost complete and 
installation to site has commenced and will conclude mid to late May 2021, with 
an onsite launch anticipated with the Minister Suburban Development soon 
after. 

Recently Council was advised that an additional $2m funding was to be allocated to the 

program, and that Council would now be responsible for selection and delivery of all 
projects from the full initial pool of $500,000, as well as $1.2m of additional funds. 

Officers rapidly developed a suite of projects based on a previous list presented to 
Council, known community priorities, the Lilydale Place Plan, Ward Councillor discussions 
and Executive guidance, tested these with the DJPR, and presented to the Lilydale 
Revitalisation Board which is chaired by Harriet Shing MP.   

The Board has unanimously supported the projects In Principle pending confirmation of 
co-contribution of funding by Council.  On 29 April 2021 a Briefing was sent by DJPR and 
the Office for Suburban Development to Shaune Leane MP outlining these projects, noting 
that Council had not yet had the opportunity to review and confirm financial commitments. 

While there was a requirement for a co-contribution of funding to these projects, officers 
have negotiated for a reduced proportion of funds to be allocated from Council due to the 
progressed status of budgeting and the need to balance against other existing Council 
priorities that have already been committed to. 

The resultant proportion of funding is as follows: 

• Building Works Stimulus projects: $1 Council funds for $2.50 DJPR funds 

• State Budget projects: $1 Council funds for $4.80 DJPR funds 

Due to State Government budget timelines an expedited Council decision is being sought 
to confirm commitment to the co-contribution of funds and in-kind to projects in both the 
BWS and State Budget funding streams.   
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A summary of the remaining BWS Fund projects and associated contribution is as follows: 

2. Lions Park Masterplan and Implementation Stage 1 

− Identified by the Lilydale Community Reference Group, the Beautification 

Committee and the Place Plan as an area of concern for anti-social behaviour 
and poor amenity, the Lions Park project proposes enhancements to 
landscaping, address accessibility issues, increase the role and appeal of 
Olinda Creek, built form interface improvements, and modification of the bridge 
structure to improve connections and access.  It will deliver an appealing public 
resting place including possible nature play opportunities and pedestrian 
thoroughfare.   

There is an immediate need to resolve early concepts for the precinct due to 

updated flood modelling by LXRP and Melbourne Water which is requiring the 
levee walls to be reconstructed to a higher level and additional levee walls in 
the creek corridor. 

3. Castella St Streetscape Masterplan and Implementation Stage 1 

− There have been community complaints and Beautification Committee requests 
regarding the visual clutter and poor appearance of scattered bins along 
Castella Street.  Currently bins for adjacent businesses are stored on Council 
road reserve land between parking bays.  The space has been disorderly and 
unappealing, which directly reflects on businesses in the Main Street.   

Preliminary discussions with Waste Management have identified possible 
solutions.  This project proposes to develop bin enclosures and deliver amenity 
improvements to the streetscape which will benefit local businesses and 
support outdoor dining. 

4. Lilydale Street Art 

− Lilydale Main Street has several unused or derelict buildings along with large 

expanses of inactive blank walls which have become graffiti hot spots.  This 
project proposes to employ local artists to produce street art in these locations 
which is expected to develop positive activity and community ownership of 
these areas, decreasing the appeal for vandals and incidents graffiti.   

No specific buildings have been identified at this stage and a Planning Permit 
may be required, however the projects will be readily deliverable. 

Council’s In Kind contribution will be in the form of Landscape Architecture, with design 
being carried out in house within the newly established Design and Place team, rather 
than engaging consultants.  There will still be a need for technical expert consultants to 
inform design and produce tender documentation, which will be commissioned on an 
as-needs basis.  Other In Kind will be Project Management, Drainage and Traffic advice 
and other internal expertise. 

Of the $2m funding from the State Budget, DJPR has requested that Council also lead the 
delivery of the first $1.2m due to Council’s deep knowledge of the centre and ability to 
initiate delivery. 
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1. Lions Park – Stage 2 

− This project extends the Lions Park masterplan north along the creek corridor to 
take into account the extended footprint of levees and flood management 
proposed by Melbourne Water.  It also seeks to deliver the next phase of 
construction of relevant sections of the masterplan and addresses significant 
pedestrian safety issues and poor connectivity. 

It will also commence unifying the existing public areas into an integrated space 

and more pleasant experience for the community. 

2.  ‘Cycle Centre’ nodes 

− This is a Pilot project for a concept that creates a recognisable Cycle Centre 
branding icon for activity centres in Yarra Ranges, as well as delivery of 
associated infrastructure.  These activity centres would support cycling through 
the provision of cycle repair and maintenance stations, drinking fountains, 
shelter, toilets, bike parking, charging points for electric bikes and mobile 
devices.   

Three nodes have been identified in Lilydale, including at the new Rail Head 

near the old Station (part of LXRP), at Beresford Road crossing, and at the 
toilets on Maroondah Hwy adjacent Olinda Creek. 

3. Beresford Road, Trails Crossing  

− The site is the convergence of the Yarra Valley Trail with the Warburton Rail 

Trail as they approach Lilydale activity centre.  The Trails require a dangerous 
crossing of Beresford Road, conflicting with vehicles from nearby industrial 
estates and residential areas.   

This project proposes traffic calming pavement treatments, lighting, signage and 

landscaping to better signify the crossing point. Discussions with Infrastructure 
team have identified that Beresford Road is listed for major rehabilitation in 
2022, hence a rapid design exercise would enable inclusion of the trail crossing 
in these works. Safety measures such as lighting, signage, material treatments 
and possibly signalisation will be explored. 

Works will not be able to commence until LXRP has reopened Maroondah Hwy 

after using Beresford Rd as a temporary bypass. This is anticipated for January 
2022 

4. Rail Station Building Heritage Precinct 

− While there has been a successful protection of the Old Station building and 
LXRP has committed to repairing termite and other damage, there still needs to 
be detailed drawings developed of the building and architectural concepts 
developed to assist in negotiating a use.  This project seeks to establish these 
baseline requirements and test ideas to help facilitate a successful community 
focused service out of the building. 
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5. Integrated Community Facility Options Study 

− There is a strong need to understand current and future community demand for 
services in Lilydale and regionally, as well as understand what Council assets 
are available and what condition they are in.  This project seeks to establish a 
social planning assessment of what these future community needs will be in 
order to shape up a clear programmatic brief that will inform architectural design 
and costings for a new integrated community facility in Lilydale.   

STRATEGIC LINKS 

There is currently a strong suite of strategic work that has been completed or is currently 
being prepared focusing on Lilydale including:  

• The Lilydale Place Plan (adopted by Council);  

• Lilydale Structure Plan (underway);  

• Level Crossing Removal Project (in construction); and 

• Melba Recreation Reserve Master Plan (commenced). 

The chosen projects align with current works in Council’s program, are quick wins, 

complement and support other strategic planning, and meet the objectives of the 
Revitalisation project. 

CONSULTATION 

Extensive consultation has taken place as part of the Lilydale Place Plan process.  
Feedback regarding community priorities has been considered in developing the above list 
of proposed projects.   

Each individual project proposal has had varying degrees of consultation with internal 
stakeholders and community groups, however further project-specific consultation will be 
required.   

The full program of projects has been presented to the Lilydale Revitalisation Board and 
received unanimous support. 

Once funding is confirmed for specific projects, officers will engage in a more focused 
consultation focusing on those projects.   

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

For Council to participate in the Lilydale Revitalisation Program, there is a requirement for 
co-contribution, some of which must be financial, while there is also capacity to offer 
In Kind contribution.  The table below outlines what officers have proposed to DJPR as a 
reasonable co-contribution for each project. 
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The $199,000 contribution for the BWS is proposed to be funded from existing available 
Township funding.  This equates to $2.50 from DJPR for every $1 Council contribution. 

The $250,000 contribution for the State Budget projects is proposed to be funded from the 
2022/2023 Capital Works Program, with DJPR funding being used upfront for expenses 
incurred throughout 2021/2022. This equates to $4.80 from DJPR for every $1 Council 
contribution. 

  Project Name 
Proposed 
total budget 

DJPR 
Contribution 

Council 
Contribution 

Council  
In Kind 
Contribution
  

 Building Works Stimulus     

1 Lilydale Community Garden Pop Up $130,000 $55,000 

$30,000 
(Council) 
$45,000 
(TOD) 

 

2 
Lions Park Masterplan and 
Implementation Stage 1 

$408,000 $325,000 $83,000 $62,000 

3 
Castella Street Streetscape Masterplan 
and Implementation Stage 1 

$88,000 $65,000 $23,000 $12,000 

4 Street Art $73,000 $55,000 $18,000 $7,000 

  TOTAL $699,000 $500,000 $199,000 $81,000 

      

 State Budget     

1 Lions Park – Stage 2 $350,000 $260,000 $90,000.00 $10,000.00 

2 ‘Cycle Centre’ nodes $450,000 $390,000 $60,000.00 $15,000.00 

3 Beresford Road Cycle crossing $300,000 $250,000 $50,000.00 $10,000.00 

4 
Rail Station Building Heritage Precinct 
upgrade 

$200,000 $170,000 $30,000.00 $10,000.00 

5 
Integrated Community Facility Options 
Study 

$150,000 $130,000 $20,000.00 $5,000.00 

  TOTAL $1,450,000 $1,200,000 $250,000 $50,000 

The Office for Suburban Development will execute the Funding Agreement and transfer 
the associated funds once Council has confirmed its commitment to this. 

The remaining $800,000 in the State Budget pool of funds will be determined by the 
Lilydale Revitalisation Board. 
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KEY ISSUES  

Council’s budget process for 2021/2022 is now well advanced and does not provide 
capacity for early financial contribution without adversely affecting other projects and 
initiatives. 

The projects identified are all in early stages of development and will require rapid 
engagement and concept development to progress them sufficiently to meet funding 
timelines. 

Staff resources will need to be allocated to deliver each of these projects, which may prove 
difficult given the large number of projects already underway within the Design and Place 
department. 

The recently updated flood modelling from Melbourne Water will have implications on the 
design intent for the Olinda Creek corridor. 

Environmental Impacts  

Environmental impacts will be assessed as part of project development for each project.  

Some projects will make a positive contribution to supporting sustainable active transport 
and healthy lifestyles and will assist in adaptation to climate change impacts through 
addressing altered flood patterns. 

Social Impacts  

The projects selected all focus on improving public space, community connection, healthy 

lifestyles and public safety.  Areas of Lilydale that have been identified as experiencing 
ongoing negative social behaviours are being focussed on for positive activation, such as 
Lion’s Park and street interfaces experiencing graffiti. 

Other projects such as the Beresford Road crossing have been initiated due to direct 
safety risks highlighted by LTAG. 

Castella Streetscape Improvements will address the health and amenity impacts of poorly 
managed waste and increase amenity and aesthetic which will in turn have a positive 
reflection on the community and encourage pride of place. 

Economic Impacts  

All these projects will provide opportunity for short term local job opportunities during the 

construction and installation stages.  Improvements achieved throughout the Lilydale town 
centre will assist in attracting investment and development and aims to achieve improved 
local employment and support existing businesses by increasing the sense of place and 
inclusion. 

Further details are outlined above under Financial Impacts. 

Risk Assessment 

A risk assessment will be complete as part of the project development for each project. 
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CONCLUSION 

Lilydale has been selected to receive $2.5m as part of the Office of Suburban 
Development’s Suburban Revitalisation project.  The first of a series of projects to come 
out of this funding stream is the Lilydale Community Garden project which is currently 
under construction, due for completion May 2021.   

Council is required to co-contribute funding to meet the funding requirements, however the 
amount of contribution has been significantly reduced due to existing budget 
commitments.  A commitment will be needed in order to proceed with these projects, 
including $199,000 existing Township funding for the BWS projects, and $250,000 in the 
2022/2023 Capital Works Program for the State Budget projects. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil     
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CORPORATE SERVICES 

No. of Pages – 3 

7.2 Additional Council Meeting on 29 June 2021     

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Director Corporate Services  
 

 

SUMMARY 

Council meetings are fixed by Council resolution and unscheduled meetings may also be 
called as required in accordance with Council’s Governance Rules. 

An additional meeting of Council is required on 29 June 2021 to ensure the timely 
consideration of several items of business. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That  

1. An additional Council meeting be held on Tuesday 29 June 2021. 

2. In accordance with Rules 12 and 17 of the Governance Rules, the Acting Chief 
Executive Officer make all arrangements for a meeting of Council to commence 
at 7.00pm on Tuesday 29 June 2021. 

 

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No officers and/or delegates acting on behalf of the Council through the Instrument of 
Delegation and involved in the preparation and/or authorisation of this report have any 
general or material conflict of interest as defined within the Local Government Act 2020.  

PROPOSAL 

To approve an additional Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 29 June 2021. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

The dates of all Council meetings to be held during 2021 were approved by Council at the 
meeting held on 17 November 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

The Governance Rules require the date, time and place of Council meetings to be fixed by 
Council.  
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Rule 13 enables the Chief Executive Officer to change the date, time and place of, or 
cancel, any Council meeting which has been fixed by Council after consultation has been 
undertaken with the Mayor and Councillors. However, this power does not extend to 
calling a Council meeting, except in the case of an emergency. 

Accordingly, the approval of Council is required for an additional Council meeting to be 
held outside of the approved schedule of meetings for 2021. 

STRATEGIC LINKS 

The additional Council meeting will enable the adoption of key strategic documents, 
including the Council Action Plan and Budget. 

CONSULTATION 

There has been no community consultation undertaken in respect of the recommendation 
in this report. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The cost of supporting an additional meeting of Council can be met from within the current 
approved budget for Governance. 

KEY ISSUES  

An additional meeting of Council is required to ensure the timely consideration of several 
items of business which, at the time of writing, include: 

• Council Action Plan & Budget (Final Adoption) 

• Public use of the laneway abutting 3375 & 3377 Warburton Hwy, Warburton (Story 
Lane) 

Council reserves the right to change details of the specific items of business to be 

considered, until such time as the Agenda for the meeting is published on Wednesday  
23 June 2021. 

The meeting will be held by videoconference and broadcast live to Council’s website. 

Environmental Impacts  

There are no significant environmental impacts associated with the calling of an additional 
Council meeting. The production of paper copies of required documentation is kept to a 
minimum and meetings held via videoconference and broadcast live to Council’s website 
reduces the requirement to travel to attend the meeting. 

Social Impacts  

As with all Council meetings, members of the community can participate in this meeting by 

making a submission on a matter not listed on the Agenda, submitting a question, petition 
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or joint letter, or, speaking to items of business listed on the Agenda. Public participation at 
meetings must follow the requirements of the Governance Rules, specifically, Rules 57, 
58, 59, 60 and 73. 

Economic Impacts  

There are no economic impacts associated with the calling of an additional Council 

meeting. 

Risk Assessment 

Rules 13, 14, 15 and 16 outline the provisions that enable the date, time and place of all 
Council meetings to be fixed, cancelled or altered. Section 60(6) of the Local Government 
Act 2020 states that Council must comply with its Governance Rules. 

CONCLUSION 

Council is asked to approve the recommendations to ensure the meeting on 29 June 2021 
is fixed in accordance with the Governance Rules. 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments to this report.  
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No. of Pages – 5 

7.3 Review of Mayoral and Councillor Allowances     

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Director Corporate Services  
 

 

SUMMARY 

At the Council Meeting held on 23 March 2021, Council resolved to give public notice of its 
intention to retain the current level of allowances payable to the Mayor and Councillors for 
the next four years, or until such time as the Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal 
(the Tribunal) makes its first determination of mayoral and councillor allowances. 

Consultation with the community was undertaken in accordance with section 223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 (the LGA 1989), with this commencing on Wednesday 24 
March and closing at 5:00pm on Monday 26 April. One submission was received during 
this time, with the submitter not requesting to speak to their submission. 

Following the review process and in accordance with section 74(1) of the LGA 1989, 
Council are required to set the level of mayoral and councillor allowances with this being 
the base rate for the term of this Council (four years), or until such time as the Tribunal 
makes its first determination. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council 

1. Having given public notice pursuant to section 223 of the Local Government 
Act 1989 and in accordance with section 39 of the Local Government Act 2020 
and section 74 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council set the annual 
allowance for the Mayor and Councillors for the term of this Council as follows: 

(a) a mayoral allowance of $100,434 per annum (plus a superannuation 
contribution of $9,541). 

(b) a councillor allowance of $31,444 per annum (plus a superannuation 
contribution of $2,987). 

2. Note that the level of allowance set for the Mayor and Councillors will apply 
until such time as the Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal makes its 
first determination of mayoral and councillor allowances. 

 

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No officers and/or delegates acting on behalf of the Council through the Instrument of 
Delegation and involved in the preparation and/or authorisation of this report have any 
general or material conflict of interest as defined within the Local Government Act 2020.  
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PROPOSAL 

Council to set the level of mayoral and councillor allowances in accordance with section 
74(1) of the LGA 1989. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

On 23 March 2021, Council resolved to give notice of its intention to retain the annual 
allowances for the Mayor and Councillors for the next four years and commence public 
consultation in accordance with section 223 of the LGA 1989. 

BACKGROUND 

Under the Local Government Act 2020 (the LGA 2020), the responsibility for determining 
the level of allowances payable to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors will transfer to 
the Tribunal. Until such time as the Tribunal makes its first determination, section 74 of the 
LGA 1989 will continue to apply despite its repeal.  

Section 74(1) of the LGA 1989 requires Council to review and determine the level of 
mayoral and councillor allowances within a period of six months after a general election, or 
by 30 June in the year following the election, whichever is later. 

Councils are currently divided into three categories, based on the income and population 
of each, with the upper and lower levels for allowances paid within each category being set 
by the Victorian Government.  

Yarra Ranges Council has been placed in Category 3, where the range of allowance 
payable per annum is: 

• Mayor - up to $100,434. 

• Councillors - $13,123 to $31,444. 

This review did not include an allowance for the Deputy Mayor, as this is not provided for 
in the LGA 1989 or the current system of mayoral and councillor allowances. 

Mayoral and councillor allowances are also subject to the addition of the equivalent of the 
superannuation guarantee (which currently stands at 9.5% but is scheduled to increase to 
10% on 1 July 2021) that is to be paid in addition to the allowance. 

At the Council Meeting held on 23 March 2021, it was resolved to endorse in principle 
retaining a mayoral annual allowance of $100,434 (plus a superannuation contribution of 
$9,541) and a councillor annual allowance of $31,444 (plus a superannuation contribution 
of $2,987). 

Consultation was undertaken in accordance with section 223 of the LGA 1989. 

STRATEGIC LINKS 

The provision of allowances supports the Mayor and Councillors to perform their 
respective roles, which enables them to contribute to the strategic direction of Council 
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through the development and review of key strategic documents, including the Council 
Plan. 

CONSULTATION 

Council commenced community consultation on 24 March 2021, with a public notice 
published on Council’s website inviting submissions from the community on the proposed 
allowances. A public notice also appeared in The Herald Sun newspaper. 

Submissions closed at 5.00pm on Monday 26 April 2021. During this period there were 20 
unique visitors to Council’s website to view the information about the review and the 
determination of allowances. 

At the conclusion of the submissions process, one submission had been received and the 
submitter did not request to be heard in support of their submission. Details of the 
submission received is set out in the table below: 

Submitter Details of Submission Requested 

to be heard 

1 “Dear Chief Executive Officer, 

Regarding Review of Mayor and Councillor Allowances. 

I believe that the Mayor and Councillors remuneration be at 
very least be held at current levels, or where possible increase 
with CPI. 

Further to this review, as a rate payer I would like to see:  

A review into Allowances and Expenses for the Shire of Yarra 
Ranges executive team.  

A Breakdown of expenses for the executive team, with the 
same level of transparency that is required of councillors and 
their expenses. 

Thank you.” 

No 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Provision is currently made within Council’s budget for mayoral and councillor allowances 
to be paid at the maximum level for a Category 3 Council, with the current total annual cost 
of all allowances paid (one Mayor and 8 Councillors) being $351,986 ($385,425 including 
superannuation).  

Council should note that the superannuation guarantee currently stands at 9.5% but is 
scheduled to increase to 10% on 1 July 2021, so this will need to be accounted for in the 
2021/22 budget process. 
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KEY ISSUES  

As no submitter requested to speak to their submission, a meeting of the Hearing of 
Submissions Committee was not required.  

Council are asked to consider the submission received, noting that while it is not possible 
to implement a CPI increase as part of this review, the LGA 1989 did provide for an annual 
increase to be made by the Minister for Local Government by giving notice under section 
73B(4). Furthermore, under section 73B(5), all councils must increase their current 
mayoral and councillor allowances in accordance with this notice. On 27 October 2020, 
Council received notice that the Minister had conducted their annual review and 
determined that, this year, no adjustment to allowances will be made in respect of all 
councils. 

The request for a breakdown of expenses for the executive team has been referred to the 
Director Corporate Services for consideration. 

In determining the level of allowance payable, Council has taken into consideration that 
the Mayor and Councillors have a significant representative role and regularly participate 
in a range of local and regional consultation and decision-making forums. It should also be 
noted that under the 2020 Act, the role of Mayor has been enhanced and now carries 
additional responsibilities. 

Over the past 12 months the Mayor and Councillors have adapted to new ways of working 
and engaging with their community in light of COVID restrictions. Physical Council 
meetings have been replaced by virtual meetings and Councillors have continued to 
engage and support their communities in new ways. 

As a conservative estimate, the role of a Councillor requires an average commitment of 20 
to 30 hours a week in reading papers, attending Council meetings and other meetings of 
bodies/committees to which they have been appointed, meeting with community 
organisations, and meeting residents and ratepayers. 

The duties of a Councillor therefore require time, energy and commitment, and many 
Councillors reduce their time in paid employment to meet the demands of the role. For 
some Councillors, becoming Mayor can involve a full-time commitment to the role and the 
sacrifice of income if they take unpaid leave / reduced income from their employment. 

Environmental Impacts  

There are no environmental impacts arising from this report. 

Social Impacts  

There are no social impacts arising from this report. 

Economic Impacts  

There are no economic impacts arising from this report. 
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Risk Assessment 

The review of allowances has been undertaken in accordance with section 39 of the LGA 
2020 and sections 74 and 223 of the LGA 1989.  

It is not considered that there are any risks arising from the recommendation in the report 
as the review has followed the statutory process and will be completed prior to the 
deadline of 30 June 2021. 

In developing this report, the subject matter has been considered in accordance with the 
requirements of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 and it is 
considered that the subject matter does not raise any human rights issues. 

CONCLUSION 

Councillors are asked to consider the submissions received and determine the level of 
mayoral and councillor allowances in accordance with section 74(1) of the LGA 1989.  

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil   
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7.4 Finance Report 1 July 2020 to 31 March 2021     

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Director Corporate Services  
 

 

SUMMARY 

The attached finance report has been prepared as at 31 March 2021. The report includes 
financial year-to-date data for the third quarter of the 2020-21 financial year and is 
compared to the annual budget and the forecast projections for the full year to 30 June 
2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council 

1. Receives and notes the Finance Report for the nine months from 1 July 2020 to 
31 March 2021 for the purpose of Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

2. Approves and adopts the Capital Works Transfers as outlined in the March 
Quarterly Capital Works Report. 

 

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No officers and/or delegates acting on behalf of the Council through the Instrument of 
Delegation and involved in the preparation and/or authorisation of this report have any 
general or material conflict of interest as defined within the Local Government Act 2020.  

PROPOSAL 

That Council receives and notes the Finance Report and Capital Works Report for the nine 
months from 1 July 2020 to 31 March 2021. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Not applicable 

BACKGROUND 

Section 101 of the Local Government Act 2020 outlines the financial management 
principles that Council needs to adhere to.  Monthly reporting to the Executive Leadership 
Team (ELT) and quarterly reporting to Council and the Audit & Risk Management 
Committee (ARMC) on the operational financial results fulfils this requirement. 
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Section 97 requires Council to prepare and present a quarterly finance report that 

compares annual budgeted revenue and expenditure with actual year to date revenue and 
expenditure, at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 

The quarterly financial update presents summary financial statements and a series of 
other progress reports on matters that will inform both Council and the Community on the 
performance for the relevant quarter. 

STRATEGIC LINKS 

Sound financial management and reporting of Council’s activities forms part of Council’s 
commitment to be a High Performing Organisation, one of Council’s five Strategic 
Objectives outlined in its Council Plan. 

CONSULTATION 

This report will be tabled for review and noting by the ARMC on 31 May 2021. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The attached report outlines the financial performance and position of Council’s activities 
as at the end of the third quarter of the 2020-21 financial year as well as a forecast of 
performance for the full year. 

KEY ISSUES  

Summary of year to date results 

Income Statement 

The Income Statement in the attached report shows that an operating surplus of $40.3m 
was recorded for the nine months to 31 March 2021.  In accordance with the accounting 
standards, annual rates income has been recognised at the start of the financial year when 
the rates were struck.  This results in Council reporting a large surplus in the first quarter of 
the financial year, which will reduce as the year progresses as expenditure is incurred 
more evenly throughout the year. 

Overall, the year-to-date operating surplus for the third quarter is $691k favourable to 
budget – operating income is $211k lower than budget and operating expenses are $902k 
below budget.  Capital works expenditure totalled $31.3m for the first three quarters. 

Please see the attached financial report for full information on Council’s financial 
performance. 

Approved Budget compared to the Annual Forecast 

Council performs a monthly exercise to review current year performance and known 
changes to its operations to inform an updated forecast of full year results.  As of 31 March 
2021, Council is expecting the year end result (at 30 June 2021) to be $7.7m higher than 
the approved budget. 
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Balance Sheet 

Council’s balance sheet indicates a satisfactory position as at 31 March 2021. 

Cash Flow Statement 

The available balance of cash and cash equivalents at the end of March 2021 is $72.3m.  
This is held across five (5) financial institutions, of which $64.8m is held in operating 
accounts, $7.5m is held in at-call investment accounts. 

Capital Works Statement 

Capital Works – currently forecasting spending of $60.9m for the full year which includes 
carry forwards of $8.2m from 2019-20. It has been identified that $17.4m will be carried 
forward to 2021-22.  Further details are included in the attached Capital Works Quarterly 
Report. 

Environmental Upgrade Agreements (EUA) 

There were no new EUAs entered into during the quarter ending March 2021.   

At the end of March 2021, there were seven (7) EUA charges in operation and no 
outstanding EUAs that had fallen due and not paid. 

Environmental Impacts  

There are no environmental impacts associated with this report. 

Social Impacts  

There are no social impacts associated with this report. 

Economic Impacts  

There are no economic impacts associated with this report. 

Risk Assessment 

A risk assessment has been considered in relation to the financial reports and deemed an 
acceptable level of risk. 

CONCLUSION 

Council’s financial position remains sound for this reporting period.  The organisation will 
continue to monitor financial performance and ensure any issues are identified and 
addressed as necessary. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 March 2021 quarterly finance report⇩  

2 Capital works program quarterly report December 2020⇩  

3 Capital works program quarterly report March 2021⇩    
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7.5 Review of Delegations Made to Council Staff     

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Director Corporate Services  
 

 

SUMMARY 

Council delegates powers, duties and functions to the Chief Executive Officer under 

section 11 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act). However, as a result of certain 
legislation containing the power of delegation but not the power of sub-delegation, Council 
is required to continue to exercise the power of delegation to members of Council staff. 

Councillors are asked to consider updates to the Instrument of Delegation to members of 
Council staff to reflect changes to the Food Act 1984, Local Government Act 1989, 
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 and the Road Management Act 2004. In addition, 
administrative changes have also been proposed in respect of the members of Council 
staff nominated to act as delegates. 

The proposed changes, shown by way of “track changes” in Attachment 1 to the report, 
ensure that appropriate members of Council staff holding, acting in or performing the 
duties of the positions described in the Instrument of Delegation are nominated to act as 
delegates. 

Council are asked to approve the updated Instrument of Delegation to members of Council 
staff. 

RECOMMENDATION 

In the exercise of the powers conferred by the legislation referred to in the 

Instrument of Delegation included at Attachment 1, Council resolves that 

1. The delegations made to the members of Council staff holding, acting in or 
performing the duties of the offices or positions referred to in the attached 
Instrument of Delegation to members of Council staff be approved, subject to 
the conditions and limitations specified in that Instrument. 

2. The Instrument comes into force immediately the common seal of Council is 
affixed to the Instrument. 

3. On the coming into force of the Instrument all previous delegations to 
members of Council staff (other than to the Chief Executive Officer) are 
revoked. 

4. The duties and functions set out in the Instrument must be performed, and the 
powers set out in the Instrument must be executed, in accordance with any 
guidelines or policies of Council that it may from time to time adopt. 
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DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No officers and/or delegates acting on behalf of the Council through the Instrument of 
Delegation and involved in the preparation and/or authorisation of this report have any 
general or material conflict of interest as defined within the Local Government Act 2020.  

PROPOSAL 

Council to approve the updated Instrument of Delegation to members of Council staff, as 
included at Attachment 1. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

The current Instrument of Delegation to members of Council staff was approved at the 
Council meeting on 25 August 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

The power of delegation under section 11 of the Act is a power to delegate Council's 
powers under that Act or any other Act (with specific exceptions) to the Chief Executive 
Officer. 

Section 47(1) of the Act provides that the Chief Executive Officer may, by instrument of 
delegation, delegate to a member of the Council staff or members of a community asset 
committee any power, duty or function of their office, except the power of delegation itself. 

Although it may be argued that Council could simply rely on the general delegation powers 
in the Act to delegate matters under other Acts and ignore the specific delegation powers 
in those other Acts, there is an appreciable risk in doing so. This would be to ignore a rule 
of statutory interpretation which dictates that the specific takes priority over the general. 

There is a presumption that a power of delegation cannot be sub-delegated in the absence 
of express authority to do so. The Planning and Environment Act 1987, Food Act 1984 and 
other Acts contain specific powers of delegation, but do not contain an express power of 
sub-delegation. Therefore, it is assumed that the power of delegation cannot be sub-
delegated. 

This means, in respect of the specific legislation included within the Instrument of 
Delegation at Attachment 1, it is necessary for the delegation to come directly from Council 
to members of Council staff.  

The current Instrument of Delegation to members of Council staff was approved by 
Council on 25 August 2020 and came into effect on 3 September 2020, when the Common 
Seal of the Council was affixed. The proposed updates to this have been prepared in line 
with advice provided by Maddocks. 

STRATEGIC LINKS 

The delegation of Council powers, duties and functions is an administrative exercise. 
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CONSULTATION 

There has been no public consultation undertaken in respect of the recommendations in 
this report. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The cost to prepare and adopt the Instrument of Delegation is minimal and will be met 
from within the current approved departmental budget. 

KEY ISSUES  

The Instrument of Delegation to members of Council staff is based on the previous 
Instrument approved by Council on 25 August 2020 and incorporates the most recent 
update from Maddocks. The update covers: 

• sections 36A, 36B, 38G(1), 38G(2) and 40F of the Food Act 1984 have been inserted 

and, pursuant to the Food Amendment Act 2020, these provisions will commence on 
1 July 2021 unless proclaimed earlier; 

• section 181H of the Local Government Act 1989 has been removed. With the repeal 
of section 181H(2) of the Local Government Act 1989, the Chief Executive Officer 
may now sub-delegate the power to enter into an environmental upgrade agreement 
and declare and levy an environmental upgrade charge to a member of Council staff 
pursuant to section 181H of the Local Government Act 1989 and section 47 of the 
Local Government Act 2020; 

• the commencement date of the new provisions of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 

has been updated to 27 April 2021, unless proclaimed earlier; and 

• section 42A of the Road Management Act 2004 has been updated to include 
reference to the Minister for Local Government. 

In addition, administrative changes have been proposed in respect of the members of 
Council staff nominated to act as delegates. 

The updates made are shown in the Instrument included at Attachment 1 as “track-
changes”. 

Environmental Impacts  

There are no environmental impacts associated with the delegation of powers by Council. 

Social Impacts  

There are no social impacts associated with the delegation of powers by Council. 

Economic Impacts  

There are no economic impacts associated with the delegation of powers by Council. 



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 77 

Risk Assessment 

The Instrument of Delegation to members of Council staff has been prepared in 
accordance with the advice provided by Maddocks. This addresses the risk of Council 
relying on the general delegation powers in the Act to delegate matters under other Acts 
and ignoring the specific delegation powers contained in those other Acts. 

CONCLUSION 

It is important to ensure that Council’s Instruments of Delegation are kept up to date. This 
means that Council can continue to comply with its obligations and that the business of 
Council can be carried out efficiently and in line with both legislation and approved 
policies. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed)⇩    



ITEM 7.5 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 78 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 79 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 80 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 81 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 82 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 83 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 84 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 85 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 86 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 87 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 88 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 89 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 90 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 91 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 92 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 93 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 94 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 95 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 96 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 97 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 98 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 99 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 100 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 101 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 102 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 103 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 104 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 105 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 106 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 107 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 108 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 109 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 110 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 111 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 112 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 113 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 114 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 115 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 116 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 117 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 118 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 119 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 120 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 121 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 122 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 123 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 124 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 125 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 126 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 127 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 128 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 129 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 130 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 131 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 132 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 133 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 134 

 
  



ITEM 7.5 (Cont’d) 

ATTACHMENT 1. S6 Instrument of Delegation - Council to Staff - May 2021 (track-changed) 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 135 

 

  



ITEM 7.6 

YARRA RANGES COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - 25/05/2021 136 

COMMUNITIES 

No. of Pages – 4 

7.6 Millgrove Community Plan 2021-2024     

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Director Communities  
 

 

SUMMARY 

A major initiative of the 2017-2021 Council Plan is to “work with communities to develop 
community plans”. Community Plans are developed and implemented by communities.  
The Millgrove Residents Action Group (MRAG) was established in 2005. To mark their 
10th anniversary, they initiated the first Millgrove Community Plan. This was 
acknowledged by Council in December 2015. Since then at least 65% of planned projects 
have been achieved.  Key achievements include: 

• State Government funding of $192,781 for the River Road walking track project, 
currently being delivered by Council; 

• Establishing a community notice board in partnership with CFA, monthly trivia nights 

and Community Markets and creating a Township website and Facebook page; 

• Successfully lobbying for upgrading and fixing a boardwalk within Millgrove; 

• Beautification of the township through extensive landscaping and planting projects; 

and 

• A new Avenue of Honour in partnership with the RSL sub-branch in Warburton. 

A review of the Millgrove Community Plan commenced in 2018, led by MRAG and 
supported by Council’s Community Development team.  Over three years, more than 220 
people and groups including schools, sporting clubs, churches, community organisations, 
businesses, service providers, residents and visitors were engaged in the process. The 
Millgrove Community Plan is the 12th Community Plan to be developed by Yarra Ranges 
communities since 2012, and the fourth plan to be developed since 2017. 

The Millgrove Community Planning review process was initiated by MRAG in order to: 

• Highlight and promote strengths within the Millgrove community; 

• Encourage and nurture partnership in community initiatives; 

• Identify and address community needs and concerns; and  

• Raise awareness of services and opportunities. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council acknowledge the  

1. Millgrove Community Plan and the work undertaken by the Millgrove Resident 
Action Group to develop the Plan. 

2. Achievements of the previous plan by the community of Millgrove. 

 

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No officers and/or delegates acting on behalf of the Council through the Instrument of 
Delegation and involved in the preparation and/or authorisation of this report have any 
general or material conflict of interest as defined within the Local Government Act 2020.  

PROPOSAL 

The Millgrove Community Plan 2021-2024 summarises community engagement outcomes 
and presents an action plan of community projects and community advocacy items.  The 
five priority areas are Infrastructure, Community Safety, Services, Tourism and the 
Environment. 

Whilst still incorporating some of the actions from the first Millgrove Community Plan, the 
following projects are identified as priorities: 

• Advocate for a footpath to be built from Dee Road Bridge to the Aqueduct Carpark to 

enable safe access to the Aqueduct Trail; 

• River Road Project Stage 2: Walking track extension to Dee Road Bridge; 

• Advocate for the development of a wetland area near Millgrove Reserve; 

• Placing permanent gabions around the Memorial Park Reserve; 

• Advocate for the renovation of public toilets around the township; 

• Establish Millgrove’s very own Community House; 

• Advocate for works to prevent further erosion of river embankment on walking track 

along Dee Road and create safer access to the river; 

• Erect a cover over picnic seating at the Millgrove shops and landscape the site; and 

• Lobby for feral animal control, including deer, to protect environment and residents’ 

safety. 

The Millgrove Community Plan will be implemented by MRAG with support from local 
community groups, organisations, businesses, schools and will seek support from Council 
and State Government where appropriate.   
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RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Community Plans have recently been acknowledged by Council for Montrose (2021), 
Badger Creek (2018), and Mount Evelyn (2017).  

BACKGROUND 

Community Plans acknowledged by Council recognise the volunteer work of community 
members in creating connected and healthy communities. An acknowledged Community 
Plan will create a key advocacy platform for MRAG to pursue its goals and priorities. 

STRATEGIC LINKS 

The Millgrove Community Plan contributes to one of the Major Initiatives for the current 
Council Plan of “Work with communities to develop community plans, with a focus on 
building the leadership capacity of community leaders”. 

It is also directly related to: 

• Environment Plan - Goal 6: “All who live and work in the Yarra Ranges see 

themselves as stewards of our environment”; 

• Health & Wellbeing Plan: “Building resilience, Communities having a greater say in 
their futures, Social inclusion”; 

• Healthy & Active Ageing Plan: “The older community will enjoy life-long economic, 
social and civic participation”; and 

• Liveable Climate Plan - Action 7.1: “Work with townships to develop tailored 
Community Resilience Plans”. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation for the Millgrove Community Plan was designed and implemented by the 
Millgrove Resident Action Group. They used a range of community engagement strategies 
including Facebook surveys, face to face market stall discussions with residents and 
tourists, walk-in conversations at the local newsagent/post office, the utilisation of 
meetings including the Millgrove Resident Action Group AGM, and a community forum and 
dinner to generate ideas and discussion.  In total 220 people actively participated in the 
community planning process. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no items in the Millgrove Community Plan with funding commitments. Council 
will consider funding items outlined in the Plan through its various Grant programs when 
applications are submitted.  Community Plans are considered when Council’s capital 
expenditure plans are developed annually.   
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KEY ISSUES  

Environmental Impacts  

Consultation data indicates that the Millgrove community highly value their local natural 
environment. The Millgrove Community Plan reflects these values and looks to build on 
local assets.   

Social Impacts  

It is expected that implementation of the Millgrove Community Plan will promote social 
connectedness and community health and wellbeing. This resilient community has 
abundant skills and community resources to draw upon.  

The leadership of MRAG and other community groups will continue to support and build 
capacity in the township. The Community Plan has positive social impacts harnessing 
people resources, focusing effort, bringing community together and building confidence, 
skills and trust. 

Economic Impacts  

Implementation of the Millgrove Community Plan is expected to strengthen the local 
economy by supporting local business.   

Risk Assessment 

The challenge with the implementation of community plans is securing funding and having 
the ongoing commitment of people and resources to undertake the actions. However, 
MRAG has shown commitment over time and capacity to deliver outcomes of their plans. 

CONCLUSION 

The Millgrove Community Plan 2021-2024 is the result of significant voluntary work from 
the Millgrove Resident Action Group and associated community groups to engage their 
community in planning for a more connected, resilient and healthy community. The 
Millgrove Resident Action Group, with the support of Council’s Community Development 
Officer, will be leading the implementation of the Plan over the next three years.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1 Millgrove Community Plan 2021-2024⇩  

2 Millgrove Community Plan 2021 Flyer⇩    
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ENVIRONMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

No. of Pages – 4 

7.7 EOI6105 6255 - Construction of Forest Street, Yarra Glen     

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Acting Director Environment & Infrastructure  
 

 

SUMMARY 

This report summarises the evaluation process and seeks Council approval for the 
Construction of Forest Street, Yarra Glen. 

The item has been included in the public agenda to facilitate openness and transparency 
in Council’s decision making. Confidential attachments have been included with the report 
which contain commercially sensitive information that is not to be disclosed whilst the 
meeting is open to the public. 

As part of its 2019 budgetary process, the Federal Government announced a nine-year, 
$150 Million funding initiative for Yarra Ranges Council to seal roads within the 
Dandenong Ranges and surrounding areas. At its meeting on 24 September 2019 Council 
endorsed a list of roads to be constructed using this funding to be facilitated by means of 
Special Charge Schemes. 

Forest Street, Yarra Glen was included on this list of roads and in accordance with 
Council’s Special Charge Scheme Policy, landowner support has been sought and 
obtained for construction of the road. The project has been listed in Council’s 2020/21 
Capital Expenditure Program. 

The Special Charge Scheme Statutory Process has been successfully completed and the 
project is ready for construction. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That  

1. Council   

(a) Endorses the outcome of the Request for Quotation process via the 
EOI6105 – Road Construction & Associated Works Panel for the 
Construction of Forest Street, Yarra Glen and awards Jotomex Civil 
Contracting Pty Ltd for the total lump sum price of $978,224.20 (GST 
exclusive), $1,076,046.62 inclusive of GST and inclusive of all provisional 
items as defined in this proposal. 

(b) Approves a 10% contingency amount of $97,822.42 (GST exclusive), 
$107,604.66 Inclusive of GST.  
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(c) Approves the Director of Environment and Infrastructure be delegated the 
authority to sign the contract documents.  

2. The confidential attachments to this report remain confidential indefinitely as 
they relate to matters specified under section 3(1) (g)(ii) of the Local 
Government Act 2020.   

 

DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No officers and/or delegates acting on behalf of the Council through the Instrument of 
Delegation and involved in the preparation and/or authorisation of this report have any 
general or material conflict of interest as defined within the Local Government Act 2020.  

PROPOSAL 

To seek Council approval to enter into a new contract for EOI 6105 6255 Forest Street, 
Yarra Glen – Road Construction. 

RELATED COUNCIL DECISIONS 

Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND 

As part of its 2019 budgetary process, the Federal Government announced a nine-year, 
$150 Million funding initiative for Yarra Ranges Council to seal roads within the 
Dandenong Ranges and surrounding areas.  

To support efficient procurement processes, Council sought Expressions of Interest from 
contractors to establish a panel of twelve (12) pre-qualified Road Construction and 
Associated Works contractors to EOI6105.  From this list Council would seek quotations 
for road construction and associated works, as and when funding allows.  

Under the terms and conditions of the panel arrangement any contracts valued over  
$1 million would require a formal declaration report indicating the estimated cost and 
budget be accepted by Council before the project can proceed to construction.    

On 7 April 2021, Council invited five (5) pre-qualified suppliers from the Road Construction 
and Associated Works Panel to submit their pricing for the road construction of Forest 
Street, Yarra Glen. 

The tender process remained open for seventeen days, closing on 23 April 2021 and five 
(5) Submissions were received. 
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STRATEGIC LINKS 

By recommending suppliers that present a best value for money outcome, this report 
supports the Council Plan 2017-21 strategic objectives of Quality Infrastructure and 
Liveable Places. Local road construction also has benefits related to the strategic objective 
of a Vibrant Economy, Agriculture and Tourism. 

CONSULTATION 

Stakeholders of this process were consulted and included as voting evaluation panel 
members for this tender. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The total cost of the lump sum contract for the road construction is $978,224,20 (GST 
exclusive), $1,076,046.62 Inclusive of GST including all provisional sums. 

A 10% contingency amount of $97,822.42 (GST exclusive), $107,604.66 Inclusive of GST 
to be included for the project. 

Funds are allocated to this project from: 

• The 2019 Federal Government $150 Million funding initiative for Yarra Ranges 
 Council to seal roads within the Dandenong Ranges and surrounding areas; and 

• Landowner Contributions as part of a Special Charge Scheme beginning in the 22/23 
 financial year. The funding details are provided within the Confidential attachment. 

Works are anticipated to commence in June 2021 with works expected to reach practical 
completion by 12 November 2021. 

KEY ISSUES  

This tender process has been carried out in accordance with the requirements of Council’s 
Procurement Policy.  

Tenderer’s submissions were assessed for conformity with the tender documents and no 
tenders were eliminated from further evaluation as a result of any non-conformances. 

The Evaluation Panel scored tenders against pre-established evaluation criteria. A 
summary of the evaluation criteria follows. 

Evaluation Criteria Weighting 

Price  85% 

Resourcing 5% 

Timeframes 10% 
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Environmental Impacts  

This has been considered as part of the project specification and evaluation process. 

Social Impacts  

There are no social impacts directly associated with this report. 

Economic Impacts  

There are no direct economic impacts associated with this report. 

Risk Assessment 

This has been considered as part of the project design, contract terms and conditions, and 
the evaluation process. 

CONCLUSION 

The evaluation of each applicant by the tender panel, considering clarifications on the 
submission prices, was clear in supporting Jotomex Civil Contacting Pty Ltd as the 
preferred tenderer for EOI 6105 6255 Forest Street, Yarra Glen – Road Construction. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 EOI6105 6255 Confidential Attachment Final (Confidential)        
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8. COUNCILLOR MOTIONS   

In accordance with Chapter 3 Division 4 of the Governance Rules developed by Council in 
accordance with section 60 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

There were no Councillor motions received prior to the Agenda being printed. 

9. URGENT BUSINESS AND ITEMS RAISED THROUGH THE CHAIR 

In accordance with Chapter 3 Rule 24 of the Governance Rules developed by Council in 
accordance with section 60 of the Local Government Act 2020.    

10. PETITIONS   

In accordance with Chapter 3 Rule 60 of the Governance Rules developed by Council in 
accordance with section 60 of the Local Government Act 2020.  

There were no Petitions received prior to the Agenda being printed. 

11. DOCUMENTS FOR SIGNING AND SEALING  

In accordance with Clause 87 of Meeting Procedures and Use of Common Seal Local Law 2015 as 
prescribed by Section 14(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 2020. 

There were no documents for signing and sealing received prior to the Agenda being 
printed.  
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12. INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

Chapter 8, Rule 1, of the Governance Rules requires that records of informal meetings of 
Councillors must be kept and that the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a summary 
of the matters discussed at the meeting tabled at the next convenient Council meeting and 
recorded in the Minutes of that Council meeting. 

An ‘informal meeting of Councillors’ is defined in the Governance Rules as a meeting of 
Councillors that: 

• is scheduled or planned for the purpose of discussing the business of Council or 
briefing Councillors; and 

• is attended by at least one member of Council staff; and 

• is not a Council meeting, Delegated Committee meeting or Community Asset 
Committee meeting. 

The records for informal meetings of Councillors are attached to the report 

RECOMMENDATION  

That the following records of the informal meetings of Councillors, copies of 
which are attached to the report, be received and noted 

1. 4 May 2021 - Council Briefing⇩.  

2. 4 May 2021 - Council Forum⇩.    
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Informal meeting of Councillors 

Public Record 

  

 

Meeting Name: Council Briefing 

Date: 4 May 2021 Start Time: 6.34pm Finish Time: 6.50pm 

Venue: Via videoconference 

Attendees: 

Councillors: Cathrine Burnett-Wake (from 6.40pm), Jim Child, Len Cox,  
David Eastham, Richard Higgins, Fiona McAllister, Johanna Skelton & 
Sophie Todorov 

CEO/Directors: Mark Varmalis (Acting Chief Executive Officer),  
Andrew Hilson (from 6.40pm), Jane Sinnamon (Acting Director 
Environment & Infrastructure), Kathleen McClusky & Jane Price 

Officers: Sarah Candeland & Sarah Osanz  

 

Apologies Cr Tim Heenan  

Declarations of 
Interest: 

Nil  

Matter/s 
Discussed: 

7.1 
2021-22 Draft Annual Budget including Capital Expenditure Program, 2021-25 
Rating and Revenue Strategy, 2021-25 Council Action Plan - for Adoption In 
Principle 

 7.2 
Victorian Electoral Commission’s Election Report for the 2020 Yarra Ranges 
Shire Council General Election 

 7.3 2022 Grants for Community Initiation Report 

 7.4 Yarra Strategic Plan - endorsement process 

 7.5 
Edmond Crescent (West from No.5) and George Street, Wandin North Special 
Charge Scheme Final Cost 

Completed By: Sarah Osanz 
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Informal meeting of Councillors 

Public Record 

  

 

Meeting Name: Forum 

Date: 4 May 2021 Start Time: 7.01pm Finish Time: 10.10pm 

Venue: Via videoconference 

Attendees: 

Councillors: Cathrine Burnett-Wake, Jim Child, Len Cox, David Eastham,  
Tim Heenan, Richard Higgins (from 7.04pm), Fiona McAllister, 
Johanna Skelton & Sophie Todorov 

CEO/Directors: Mark Varmalis (Acting Chief Executive Officer), Andrew Hilson, Jane 
Sinnamon (Acting Director Environment & Infrastructure), Kathleen 
McClusky & Jane Price 

Officers: Sarah Candeland, Alison Fogarty, Alanna Ford, Nathan Islip,  
Steve Jones, Birgit King, Kym Mallamaci, Guy Masters,  
Sarah Osanz,  Allison Southwell & Tracey Varley 

 

Apologies  

Declarations of 
Interest: 

Nil  

Matter/s 
Discussed: 

1.1 Actions and Agreements Records - 20 April 2021 

 1.5 Draft Budget Document 

 1.7 Draft Council Action Plan 2021-25 

 1.2 Review of Vision 2036 

 1.3 Update on COVID Pandemic Recovery 

 1.4 Review of Delegations Made to Council Staff 

 1.6 Lilydale Revitalisation Project - Phase 2 Projects 

 2.1 Organisational Performance Report to Councillor January to March 2021 

 2.2 Capital Works Program Quarterly Report - March 2021 

 2.3 Major Projects Quarterly Report to end of March 2021 

 2.4 Indicative Forum & Council Meeting Schedule 

 2.5 Mayor & CEO Updates 

Completed By: Sarah Osanz 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES 

 

14. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

In accordance with section 66(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020   

There were no Confidential Items listed for this meeting.  

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING    

The next meeting of Council is scheduled to be held on Tuesday 8 June 2021 
commencing at 7.00pm, via videoconference. 

    



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In providing for the good governance of its community, Councillors are 

reminded of their obligation to abide by the provisions as set within the 
Local Government Act 2020 and the Code of Conduct for Councillors. 

When attending a Council Meeting, Councillors should adhere to the 
procedures set out in the Governance Rules developed by Council in 

accordance with section 60 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

The following is a guide for all Councillors to ensure they act honestly, in good faith 

and in the best interests of Yarra Ranges as a whole. 

1. Councillors will respect the personal views of other Councillors and the 
decisions of Council. 

2. Councillors may publicly express their own opinions on Council matters but not 
so as to undermine the standing of Council in the community. 

3. The Mayor is the official spokesperson for Council. 

4. Councillors will incur expenditure in a responsible manner and in accordance 
with the Councillor Expenditure and Policy.   

5. Councillors will avoid conflicts of interest and will always openly disclose any 
direct and indirect interests where they exist. 

6. Councillors will act with integrity and respect when interacting with Council staff 
and members of the public. 

7. Councillors will demonstrate fairness in all dealings and conduct and be open 
with and accountable to the community at all times. 

8. Councillors will conduct themselves in a manner that does not cause detriment 
to Council or the Yarra Ranges community. 
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