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1.1 Background 

1 Bass Coast, Baw Baw, Golden Plains, Moorabool and Surf Coast. 
2 Cardinia, Casey, Hume, Melton, Mitchell, Nillumbik, Whittlesea and Wyndham, along with Mornington Peninsula and Yarra Ranges.  
3 A recent example of this is the State Government’s plan to create the Liwik Barring Landscape Conservation Area, which is partly in 
the Yarra Ranges.  
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1.2 What is peri-regional?  

• 

• 

• 

4 The newly proposed Federal tourism strategy, THRIVE 2030, emphasises the importance of enhancing tourism assets and infrastructure 
as part of a plan to help return Australia to a sustainable economic growth trajectory.  

1.3 Why is this important? 
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2.1 A state of regions 

5 Major Cities; Inner Regional; Outer Regional; Remote; and Very Remote. These are based on relative access to services as measured 
by the Accessibility and Remoteness Index (ABS, 2021).  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Figure 1: Victoria’s Regions  
A stylised image of Victorian LGAs grouped into primary locational classifications. Source: 

Geografia, 2021   
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2.2 Defining a peri-regional area  

1.  

 

 

 

6 Figure 1212 to 15 in the Appendix plot the top 10 LGAs by each these individual metrics. In most cases (albeit not all) these are 
Interface Councils.  
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Figure 2: Peri-Regional Definition 
Source: Geoscience Nexus, ABS Agricultural Census 2016 -17, Tourism Research Australia, 2019, ABS 

Experimental Land Account, 2016.   

Table 1: Peri-Regional Index Parameters 

Source: ABS, 2021, Geografia, 2021, Geoscience Nexus, ABS Agricultural Census 2016-17, Tourism 
Research Austral ia, 2019, ABS Experimental Land Account, 2016

7 Average Annual (population) Growth Rate.  
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Figure 5

 
Figure 3: Population Growth by LGA Group (2000-2020) 

This plots the average annual population growth rate for Victorian LGA  groups. Source: ABS, 2021 

 
Figure 4: Defining Peri-Regional Victoria  

Source: ABS, 2021, Geografia, 2021, Geoscience Nexus, ABS Agricultural Census 2016 -17, Tourism 
Research Austral ia, 2019, ABS Experimental Land Account, 2016  
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Figure 5: Population Growth by LGA, 2011-2021 

This maps the average annual change in Estimated Resident Population for Victorian LGAs. It shows how Mornington Peninsula and Yarra Ranges  are 
embedded within faster-growing areas. Source: ABS, 2021 
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3.1 Peri-regional characteristics  

8 A form of machine learning that uses a statistical comparison to classify cases based on their similarity across a group of variables to 
other cases.   
9 Ranking is done only for metropolitan LGAs given the two LGAs are currently classified as metropolitan.  
10 For Expenditure analysis, Spendmapp data for the calendar year 2019 was used. This removed the influence of lockdowns on this 
analysis. Data is compiled at LGA level, and excluded the City of Melbourne. Ranking for consumer expenditure is based on the highest 
proportion of spending escaping or going online (i.e. leaking instead of being spent with local businesses). Visitor Expenditure extracts 
spending on discretionary goods and services during non-work hours. Note that, to comply with data anonymity rules, the closest 
matching region is used, rather than LGA.  
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Table 2: Nearest Neighbour Ranking/Typology 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

11 This refers to the percentage of the resident population living within 400m of a bus and/or 600m of a tram and/or 800m of a train 
station.  
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3.2 Peri-regional vulnerabilities 

• 

• 
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Table 3: Critical Peri-Regional Vulnerabilities  

• • 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

3.3 The importance of retaining the regional in the 
urban

• 

• 

• 
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Figure 6: Daily Visitor (Discretionary) Spend, Mornington Peninsula  
Source: Spendmapp by Geografia , 2021 

Figure 7: Daily Visitor (Discretionary) Spend, Yarra Ranges 
Source: Spendmapp by Geografia , 2021   
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Table 4: Change in Visitor Spend Lockdown/Pre-lockdown 

This shows the comparative change in daily vis itor spending under different lockdown conditions. 
Mornington Peninsula ’s economy was particularly significantly impacted. Source: Spendmapp by 
Geografia, 2021 

Figure 8: Percentage Job Loss, Top 10 Metropolitan SA3s 
This shows the worse affected SA3s in Metropolitan Melbourne for job losses from March to 

September 2020. Source: ABS, 2021 
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4.1 Introduction

4.2 The policy context 

• 

• 
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Table 5: The Development Policy Context 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

4.3 Funding 
incompatibility  
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• 

• 
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Table 6: Major RDV Funding Programs 

Source: RDV, 2021 
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Figure 9: Comparing Wine Fund Grants and Wine Industry Scale  
This plots the number of Successful Wine Fund grants against industry value by LGA. Bubble size 

reflects the scale of wine tourism through an annual count of visitors. Axes are mapped at the 
average value for the X and Y variables. Source: RDV, 2021 

 
Figure 10: Horticultural Innovation Grants to Horticultural Economic Value  

Source: RDV, 2021   
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Table 7: Economic Impact of Unfunded Projects 

Source: Geografia , 2021. Economic inputs for the Mornington Peninsula Bay Trail and Yarra Valley 
Equestrian Centre are from Urban Enterprise , 2019 and Yarra Ranges Council , 2021. Economic inputs 
for Mornington Peninsula Agricultural Centre for Excellence and Yarra Ranges Wa rburton to 
Walhal laTrail are from the costs of benchmark projects Hawkesbury Agricultural Centre of Excellence 
(NSW) and Yarra Valley Trail (Growing Suburbs Fund, 2018 -19).

Table 8: Matching Peri-Regional Unfunded Projects with Funded Regional Projects 



A Peri-Regional Approach  |  Report  |  21 

Source: RDV, 2021

• 

 

• 

• 

 

• 
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• 

• 
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Figure 11: BBRF Eligible and Ineligible Regions  
This maps the ABS Significant Urban Area boundary and business data to show where BBRF funding can be applied in contrast to the concentration 

of businesses by location in Mornington Peninsula ( left) and Yarra Ranges (right). Source: ABS, 2021 

 

Table 9: BBRF Eligible/Ineligible Activity 

Source: Geografia, 2021 
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4.4 Tax implications 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Table 10: Payroll Tax Estimations by LGA 

Source: Geografia, 2021   

12 Evaluating the effect of cutting the regional payroll tax rate (Keating, Smart and Gow, June 2021).  
13 Victorian taxes and revenue: Volatility, trends and stability (Parliamentary Budget Office, August 2020). 
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Table 11: Payroll Tax Concession Impacts by LGA 

Source: Geografia, 2021 

4.5 Concluding statement 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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5.1 Methodology 
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5.2 Charts and Data 
Figure 

16 Figure 19
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Figure 12: Top 10 LGAs by Agricultural Value  
Source: ABS Agricultural Census, 2017 

Figure 13: Top 10 LGAs by Conservation Land Area   
Source: ABS Experimental Land Account, 2016 
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Figure 14: Top 10 Tourism Destinations LGAs  
Source: Tourism Research Australia , 2019 

Figure 15 Top 10 LGAs by Improved Land Value 
Source: ABS Experimental Land Account, 2016 
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Figure 16: Escape and Local Spend Shares –  All  Spending 
This uses Spendmapp data to plot the Resident Wallet spend share of local and escape spending  for 

all spending. Victorian councils have been grouped into categories for comparison. The two peri -
regional councils sit between council typologies. Axes are at the averages for all Victorian LGAs. 

Source: Spendmapp by Geografia, 2021  

Figure 17: Escape and Local Spend Shares - Consumer Staples 
Note that Yarra Ranges figures are almost the same as the Peri-urban average for both spend 

shares. Source: Spendmapp by Geografia, 2021  
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Figure 18: Escape and Local Spend Shares - Discretionary Spend 
Source: Spendmapp by Geografia, 2021  

Figure 19: Escape and Local Spend Shares –  Services & Other 
Source: Spendmapp by Geografia, 2021  


